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Dear Members
I can’t believe it is the middle of the year 
already. Where does time go? We just 
had our conference, Pestbiz at the Leriba 
Hotel in Centurion. This is such a beautiful 
place to get together, very classy and the 
food was fantastic. The staff was also very 
helpful and I can really recommend this 
venue for any conference.

The two days were packed with awesome 
presenters and topics which everyone 
enjoyed and found very insightful.  Our MC 
Colin Jardine did an excellent job and there 
was never a dull moment. Wednesday 
night was the “meet and greet” evening 
and the suppliers came up with very 
interesting fun things for attendees to do 
and try out. I was “bullied” into eating 
a mopanie worm, with a marshmallow 
dipped in chocolate. Not so bad really, 

considering you don’t taste anything 
except the chocolate. But the other 
delicatessens like dried cockroaches I just 
could not stomach. I left that for the more 
brave ones. 

 With the lucky draws, games, music, 
wine and finger eats I think everybody 
had a wonderful time. For the people 
who did not attend, you’ve missed out on 
a very successful conference. The next 
conference will be in 2016. Plan ahead and 
make sure you are there!

With all the excitement and hard work 
behind us, it is also with great sadness 
that we heard the news that Vincent Nel 
passed away on the 9th July 2014. He was 
employed by the South African Bureau of 
Standards and well known in the industry. 
Our heartfelt condolences go to this family, 

friends and colleagues. I’ve known him for 
a few years and he represented the SABS 
one year at the SAPCA conference. We will 
miss him dearly.

More sad news is that Peter Ward, a very 
dear and old friend and member of SAPCA 
passed away on the 30th of August 2014. 
His wife Linda phoned me to give me the 
sad news and invited me to collect some 
of his pest control books which he has 
collected over the years. He was absolutely 
one of a kind and passionate about pest 
control. I spoke to him just before the 
conference and invited him but sadly he 
got too sick. On behalf of SAPCA I would 
like to express our sincere condolences to 
his wife and family.

Until next time
Lynette

Letter from the CEO

CEO Lynette Cokayne

102 Willem Botha Avenue, Eldoraigne, Centurion, 0157
PO Box 8129, Centurion, 0046

Tel: 012-654 7708  •  Cell: 083 294 8066  •  Fax: 086 519 1384
Email: simone@pcsib.org.za

www.pcsib.org.za 
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Email: info@sapca.org.za
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PULSE Rodenticides

PULSE Wax Blocks • Reg. No. L6189  Act No. 36 of 1947 • Namibian Reg. No. N-AR 1213 - Harmful
PULSE Pellets • Reg. No. L6190  Act No. 36 of 1947 • Namibian Reg. No. N-AR 1217 - Harmful

PULSE Liquid Bait • Reg. No. L6192  Act No. 36 of 1947 • Namibian Reg. No. N-AR 1216 - Very Toxic

Registration Holder: Lifeguard Sciences (Pty) LTD • Reg. No. 2014/079879/07 • Monaghan Farm • Private Bag X3 • Lanseria,1748

“Superior palatability + Brodifacoum’s efficacy ... 
No rodent stands a chance!”

info@synvita.co.za • www.synvita.co.za • Tel: (033) 346 1920

FREE delivery nationwide for orders 
over R3500.00 ex Vat.
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Pestbiz 2014 
SAPCA Sponsorship

CONGRATULATIONS

Ezekiel Senna from Senna’s Pest 
Control was the person who won the 
lucky draw which was sponsored by 
SAPCA

This was the first year that SAPCA 
was able to sponsor one person to 
attend the PestBiz Conference  

This lucky draw included the delegate 
fee, accommodation and travel cost

The prize was handed to Ezekiel 
Senna by Lynette Cokayne, CEO of 
SAPCA
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The Water Hyacinth Problem

Water hyacinth, Eichhornia 
crassipes, is widely 
recognized as one of the 

world’s worst weeds. The plant is a 
native of the Amazon, but tolerates 
a wide range of climatic and aquatic 
conditions, allowing world-wide 
infestation across a range of latitudes 
and climates. In South Africa the 
weed was first recorded on the Cape 
Flats in 1908, and was introduced 
into KwaZulu Natal at about the 
same time; since then it has spread 
throughout the country.

IMPACTS
This most damaging water weed 
blocks waterways, affecting both 
navigation and drainage, and increases 
siltation and flooding. Water hyacinth 
has a high rate of evapotranspiration 
leading to water loss from dams; and 
it displaces indigenous flora and fauna 
by modifying the habitat. It is also a 
health hazard as it provides suitable 
breeding sites for vectors of animal 
and human diseases – this leads to 
an increase in cases of encephalitis, 
schistosomiasis (bilharzia), filariasis 
(caused by a parasitic nematode 
worm), river blindness and possibly 
cholera.

CONTROL
Water hyacinth is a declared weed 
that must be controlled in terms of 
legislation. Complete eradication is 
nearly impossible as the cost will be 

prohibitive; the aim of control is thus 
to reduce infestations to acceptable 
levels of about 10% cover rather 
than trying to eradicate it completely. 
Re-infestation occurs easily from 
seed banks or from vegetative 
growth, which means that control is a 
continuous exercise.

Controlling techniques include physical 
removal, application of herbicides, 
releasing biological control agents, 
and harvesting for commercial or 
subsistence purposes. Water hyacinth 
can be used for fodder, as a fertilizer, 
as a fibre source and for making paper, 
or for removing mineral nutrients 
from polluted water. However the 
potential benefits of these uses is far 
outweighed by the negative costs 
of water hyacinth to communities – 
thus far none of these commercial 
uses have proved sustainable over 
the medium to longer term. Physical 
removal has been widely used all 
over the world, but it is ineffective 
for large infestations, and seems to 
work only in small confined areas like 
ponds. Mechanical harvesters were 
developed in some parts of the world, 
but with dubious success and most 
have been abandoned as being too 
expensive and ineffective. Chemical 
control has been practiced since the 
early 1900’s; formulations of 2,4-D 
and Glyphosate are aerially sprayed, 
and are often used because of the 
immediate impact it has on the weed. 

However, both physical and chemical 
methods are costly and unsustainable 
in the long term, and biological control 
is now accepted to be the most cost-
effective and environmentally friendly 
technique for the control of water 
hyacinth.

Biological control uses natural 
enemies (insects, spiders and 
pathogens) from the region of origin; 
use of these agents has resulted in 
dramatic successes in many parts of 
Africa and the world. In South Africa 
a biological control programme was 
initiated in 1973, but terminated in 
1975, and then resumed in 1985. 
Presently control of water hyacinth in 
South Africa relies on six established 
agents.The agents presently used 
include two weevil species, a pyralid 
moth, a galumnid mite, the water 
hyacinth bug and a fungal pathogen. 
An additional three insect species are 
presently under investigation.
Although biological control has been 
effective in certain areas in South 
Africa, it has not been as successful 
as in some other parts of the world. 
The main problem is that in waters 
enriched with nitrates and phosphates 
water hyacinth tends to outgrow 
the biological control agents. In 
areas where additional mechanical 
or chemical clearing takes place, the 
regular removal of water hyacinth also 
results in the removal of the biological 
agents. Low winter temperatures 
have a further negative impact as this 
kills off large numbers of the insect 
species used as control agents. In 
fact low water temperatures and frost 
are the major limiting factors in the 
successful use of biological agents. 
In most parts of the world biological 
control is successful only in areas 
with tropical or subtropical climatic 
conditions.

In our coastal regions where frost and 
low temperatures is not a major factor, 
biological control could be much 
more successful, but this will only 
be the case if the levels of nitrates 
and phosphates entering our river 
systems are reduced. This means that 
sources of pollution and enrichment 
of the water has to be managed and 
eliminated where possible.

Source: Friends of Rietvlei





PEST NEWS  I  AUGUST 20148

When you purchase your 
dream coastal house, the 
last thing on your mind 

might be whether the house is 
structurally safe from woodborer 
beetles, fungi and subterranean 
termites.

Beetle inspections for the deed of 
sale are not uncommon in the coastal 
regions and arguably a necessity. 
Most banks enforce these beetle 
inspections for the home loan to be 
approved, after all it is their property 
until you have paid it off, and they 
want peace of mind that their 
investment is in a good condition 
and free from Wood Destroying 
Organisms.

Older clauses in some of the deed 
of sale documents only call for 
‘notifiable’ beetles; (Two woodborer 
and one termite species); many years 
ago, it was required by a qualified 
beetle inspector to notify the Dept. 
of Agriculture, about certain beetle 
to determine the economic impact 
and also the location of these insects 
across the country, the relevance of 
the research then determined the 
risk and exposure (more so in some 
regions than in others), and the so 
called Beetle Clause was established 
albeit “de-facto”. In the modern 
context, the responsibility falls to the 
realty industry to ensure compliance 
in the broader context and “Wood 
Destroying Organisms” of which 
Beetle is one, contributes to the 
meeting of such compliancy as called 
for by legislation and of course the 
financial institutions mortgaging the 
properties. It also falls to the estate 
agents and transferring attorneys 
to ensure the correct compliance 
processes and documentation is in 
place. 

In 1978 SAPCA (South African Pest 
Control Association) undertook 
stewardship of Wood Destroying 
Organisms related to the Real 
Estate marketplace and within 
the parameters of Pest/Organism 
Management and related structural 
compliance.

SAPCA is also the ONLY association 

authority that sets guidelines and 
standards and requires of inspectors 
to report as comprehensively as 
possible in order to enable both 
buyer and seller as much information 
as possible for the purposes of the 
relevant and applicable transactions. 
There is a working example (Public 
Domain) beetle clause on the SAPCA 
website that can be downloaded 
and inserted in the deed of sale; 
this covers all the relevant beetles, 
termites and fungi and protects both 
the seller and buyer.

A full list of SAPCA Qualified 
woodborer inspectors is available 
on the website for reference. In 
2013 SAPCA introduced the SAPCA 
Woodborer Certificate of Clearance. 
This certificate can only be issued 
by a SAPCA woodborer inspector. 
This certificate qualifies that the 
woodborer inspector follows a certain 
guideline during inspection and if 
remedial treatment is required, is a 
qualified Pest Control Operator with 
the correct registrations under Act 
36 of 1947 of the Department of 
Agriculture.

SAPCA encourages buyers to 
make use of the association and its 
inspectorate to ensure compliancy 

and information reporting.
Properties and residences do not 
necessarily have to be old, albeit 
that older properties and building are 
generally more prone to established 
infestation and / or organism 
establishment or Fungal spore 
colonisation, much depends on the 
geographic location, the material used 
for construction, the weatherproofing, 
Sealing and a number of other 
physical factors that contribute to 
structural compromise or Organism 
support. The presence of damp or 
flaking/blistering paint may be an 
indication of retained moisture and 
fungal spore colonisation which could 
lead to Rot, regardless of the age of 
the house or property.

A qualified inspector will look for 
more than just woodborer beetles, 
this includes the type of building, 
the age of the building, how the 
property was maintained over the 
years etc,  all for the express purpose 
of gathering relevant information 
about the property in order to afford 
an educated assessment and also to 
determine if a potential problem could 
exist. 

Introducing wood destroying 
organisms into a residence is as 
easy as buying untreated furniture, 
artworks, etc and that cute 
hippopotamus, that you bought 
from the road-side stall on your last 
trip to our neighbouring states, may 
have some really tough beetle in 
the wood, just waiting for a softer 
piece of your favourite timber floor. 
Termites from other regions are often 
brought into the Western Cape when 
relocating families move from the 
Northern Provinces or indeed from 
KZN. Very often, the piece of timber 
that was used to secure a geyser or 
make a walkway in the ceiling, may 
contain latent infestation which under 
supportive conditions will emerge and 
of course propagate. 

Using untreated timbers in any 
construction comes with its own risk.
Subterranean termites also poses a 
threat to the structural integrity of 
a dwelling, a subterranean termite 
classifies as any termite emerging 

Selling or Buying a House
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Background

On 6 August 2014 I received a sample 
of two cockroaches that had been 
found at the
Kenilworth Training room kitchen. On 
receipt, they were sealed in plastic 
and had begun to
decompose.

Results
The two cockroaches were 
identified as the Surinam cockroach 
(Pycnoscelis surinamensis).
This is an invasive species that has 
not yet been recorded from South 
Africa.

It is a tropical species that originates 
from Asia and Indomalaysian region. 
From there it has spread to most 
tropical islands of the world, Australia, 
South America, Southern USA and in
Africa to the Congo and coastal 

Tanzania. It is thus of great interest 
to find this species now in South 
Africa. The cockroaches are slow-
moving and generally burrow. They 
are parthenogenetic (no males) and 
their global spread is thought to be via 
transport of goods by
humans.

Given their tropical origins, they may 
not establish in the colder parts of 
South Africa, although the subtropical 
climate in the eastern parts of the 
region would suit them.

It is essential that the building in 
which they were found be subject to 
thorough fumigation. It is likely that 
the original contamination occurred via 
a boxed food product. If possible the
packaging of all products used in the 
kitchen and originating from Asia 
or Malaysia should be inspected. 
Fumigation should be repeated at 

intervals to ensure that any remaining 
Surinam cockroaches are eliminated, 
to stop them establishing in South 
Africa.

Mike D Picker (Professor)
Biology Department
University of Cape Town

All female cockroach found in Cape Town 
during woman’s month.

from soil, including harvester termites.
Some termites are wood destroying 
whilst others, like the harvester 
termites, destroys fabric and 
paper-like substances. They also 
excavate the soil underneath building 
foundations and can cause floors to 
collapse and wall and plaster to crack. 
Experience shows that In some cases 
they colonise the wall cavities and 
push huge amounts of soil into the 
attics until the ceiling collapse. 
Drywood termites are not part of the 
subterranean termite families and are 
predominant in the eastern coastal 
regions such as Natal and Eastern 
Cape. They travel in furniture and 
there have been incidents reported 
in the Western Cape. They destroy 
wood and examples include entire 
roof destruction and collapse.
Wood rot is a fungus which colonises 
and compromises the cells of 
timber, and causes rapid and serious 
structural decay, particularly in damp 
conditions.

Wood Destroying Organism 
inspections rely on the inspectors’ 
knowledge of organism and insect 

biology, habitats, experience and 
physical signs such as water leaks, 
wood rot and damp to guide them 
during an inspection. Inaccessible 
area cannot be inspected and will be 
noted on the inspection report that 
must accompany the certificate of 
clearance. A qualified, experienced 
woodborer inspector will note on 
his inspection report any structural 
damage to wood which was not 
caused by insects or fungi or potential 
problems or compromise that does 
not fall under the certificate of 
clearance, and these include items 
such as loose balustrades or loose 
staircase steps.

Potential future wood damage should 
also be reported, and these influences 
include; drainage, damp, residual 
water, slope, etc. Only an experienced 
woodborer inspector will be able to 
detect and relay this information back 
to the seller and buyer. All buildings 
on the stand/erf would normally 
be inspected and form part of the 
certificate. Wendy houses would also 
be inspected if they are included in 
the deed of sale as part of the sale. 

Exclusions are to be pertinently noted 
within the report documents.
Treatment and remedy may be in 
the form of physical replacement or 
fumigation or remedial application 
or any combination of the 
aforementioned. This is dependent on 
the severity of the situation, and the 
required and desired outcome.
Use a SAPCA inspector for peace-
of-mind and always confirm the 
inspectors’ credentials beforehand. 
Anything related to chemical 
treatment or fumigation must 
be carried out by a qualified and 
registered Pest Control Person, 
registered with the Dept. of 
Agriculture under Act 36 of 1947, and 
the Registration of the person carrying 
out the inspection or treatment; must 
be relevant to the discipline and 
qualification in the specific field of 
expertise. 

Written by Johan Reynecke

0825512343

Pest Control Specialists West Coast

SAPCA Woodborer Inspector no 0309

Ecofirst pest control operator – Eileen Slabber working with the cleaning lady and Professor Picker
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PestBiz 2014 - Photos
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Leriba Hotel and SPA 
– 20 and 21 August 2014
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A Guarantee, I wouldn’t Warrant...
I’ll Warrant that your Guarantee isn’t what you think it is?...

We all do… and ….  with the 
best intentions in mind…! ! 

We market a statement of confidence 
in our capabilities and products and 
services and apply lingua franca 
(A language used for convenience) 
without considering the larger 
implications.

To be cliché; “with the exception 
of death and taxes”, few things are 
guaranteed, and of course to be glib… 

Guarantee sounds much more 
convincing and persuasive than 
Warranty.

In a financial sense, to stand 
“Guarantor “for a transaction, has 
proven over as many incidents, to 
be not only binding but decidedly 
painful in the extreme, and is fully 
exposed and subject to the terms and 
conditions of liability quite separated 
from the ownership of the commodity 
for which Guarantor was signed up.
Guarantee begs the question; what 
exactly are you guaranteeing and 
pertinently; is your intention of 
a guarantee, exactly in line with 
your customers’ interpretation and 
perception of the same guarantee?

Extrapolate the sentiment and intent 
to the public at large and you would 
be at great pains to meet the ocean 
of interpretation and the waves 
of expectation, and the exposure 
potential for public liability and non-
performance litigation.

The introduction then of a “Written 
Guarantee”, serves to make the 
parameters more finite, albeit 
sometimes and possibly at the 
exclusion of common law or consumer 
rights, thereby making it conditional, in 
support of the promise of a guarantee.

Services (in the main), rely on 
workmanship and skill, and the 
application of common sense, some 
ingenuity, (either formal or informal), 
depending on the required end result 
and an apportionment of time. (All of 
these are interdependent and, even 
within closely related disciplines; any 

one of these could vary or change at a 
moment’s notice). 

To guarantee a single or multiple 
outcomes based on these and other 
related variables is adventurous for 
want of a better word.

Unless you are able to specify in detail 
what the guarantee represents and 
the precise parameters and scope of 
such a guarantee; it’s wide open to 
interpretation and perception in the 
recipients’ circumstance. (And be 
mindful-It’s a promise to be kept !!!).

There is no doctrine or statute of 
limitations as to what linguistic skill you 
apply to your written or verbal delivery 
and provided that you understand and 
are able to quantify and parameter the 
delivery, it’s your risk to manage. 

Warranty comes with its own set 
of considerations….   Traditionally 
encompassing some conditions to be 
met, and in some cases extending 
a Guarantee. If the extension 
compliments an already compromising 
principle guarantee which deprives you 
of common law and consumer rights, 
then the warranty arguably just adds 
insult to injury.

Warranties are also generally factored 
in as a cost not unlike insurance, (not 
that this is a bad thing); it affords the 
recipient some security as to a desired 
end result or standing after actions or 
delivery have taken place.
Some warranties will cover product, 
others workmanship at the inclusion or 
exclusion of product, others for certain 
categories of items or conditions, and 

of course the inclusion or exclusion of 
labour, skills, consultancy, etc.

As with guarantees, it becomes very 
important to parameter the content 
and also the conditions applicable to 
the warranty. 

Our closest reference example to both 
Guarantee and Warranty is the familiar  
Motorplan (sic), sold with modern 
motor vehicles.

The Manufacturers’ guarantee; is 
conditional on a number of factors, 
the Warranty then supported by 
a number of sub-set factors, and 
there is generally an offering of an 
Extended Warranty as an option, and 
for a pre-determined period of Time or 
Kilometres or combinations of both.  

Some of these are legally transferrable 
between successive owners, within 
the parameters and conditions 
of the plan, and endorsed by the 
manufacturer or supplier or authorised 
representative..

Each of these is definitive and finite 
and has over time been refined to 
prevent conjecture and afford managed 
liability, and with a finite standing and 
objective in mind. 

This affords the vehicle owner an 
established circumstance with 
definitive parameters and, the 
manufacturer/supplier a controlled 
environment in which to operate….. 
(There are of course anomalies, but 
few and far between in the main).

And so to the gist of this 
rambling:
If your intent is dependent on 
lingua franca it is significant that the 
statements published and verbalised, 
are understood and supported by finite 
parameters.
Decide your stance on Guarantee and 
Warranty, and position these such that 
they independently, are clear and 
will withstand challenge and test for 
reasonable-ness; 

This done, I almost guarantee, your 
warranty will.. !!

By Colin Jardine
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Kwa-Zulu Natal - Pietermaritzburg
Tel: +27 (0) 33 346 2954 - vanessa@pesafrica.net

Gauteng - Midrand
Tel: +27 (0) 11 312 6993 - Office
Cell: +27 (0) 83 797 8851 - shane@pesafrica.net
Cell: +27 (0) 71 890 3333 - raynard@pathogensolutions.co.za

Western Cape - Brackenfell
Tel: +27 (0) 21 982 8689   Cell: +27 (0) 71 886 3586
allen@pathogensolutions.co.za

Kwa-Zulu Natal - Durban
Cell: +27 (0) 83 561 0149     Tel: +27 (0) 31 261 6425
lenorah@pesafrica.net
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Bats and their living quarters

The majority of people don’t like 
bats. There are persistent myths 
that bats carry rabies, that they 

suck blood, that they get tangled in 
your hair. Only the three species of 
vampire bats - all natives to Central 
America - suck blood. And bats really 
don’t get tangled in your hair - they 
very much prefer to avoid humans. 
Not only are bats not bad, but there 
are benefits to having them around 
and can be one of the best friends 
you can have for your backyard. You’ll 
also have the benefit of seeing these 
beautiful creatures fly around. If you 
have not had the joy of seeing a bat 
fly, you will be amazed at the bats 
agility and turning ability. And do not 
worry that they will bug you - they 
are very scared of people and you 
will never have to worry about them 
attacking you.

These small flying mammals can 
consume up to 1200 insects a piece 
per hour. That’s a lot less mosquitoes 
biting you! There are over 900 species 
of bats around the world, making up 
20% of all mammals and the only 
mammal that has the ability to fly.  A 
bats diet consists mainly of insects 
that can be harmful to humans as 
well as gardens. Mosquitoes aren’t 
the only insect that bats eat - they 
have a wide diet that includes many 
of the moths that are the adult form 
of worms that like to eat your plants, 
gnats and midges. Bats clear bugs 
out of your garden in a secondary 
way, too - many insects can hear the 
bats and leave the area to avoid being 
eaten. So, more bats equals less 
bites on you and more broccoli in the 
garden. 

Their guano is also a good thing. 
Bat poop is a low odor source of 
phosphorus and nitrogen, great for 
fertilizing the garden. Some species 
of bats are even capable of pollinating 
your garden. Since bats and birds 
have different diets, you will never 
have to worry about your favorite 
birds competing for food and flying 
away. While they eat some of the 
same insects - like the mosquitoes 
that Swallows consume - they keep 
different hours. There won’t be any 
squabbling over bugs, and there are 
certainly plenty to go around! 
Unfortunately due to urbanization, 

these wonderful creatures’ natural 
habitat, is becoming threatened and 
are being destroyed day by day. As 
we are invading their areas all the 
more, they need to find alternative 
lodging very quickly in order to 
survive.  This makes your roof a very 
logical solution to their problem. A 
wonderful and proven alternative than 
killing them, is the construction of 
bat hotels in an area or even in your 
backyard. The bats’ quano is used 
to treat the newly constructed and 
vacant bat hotel, which enables the 
bat to move into the hotel quicker and 
inhabit his new home faster as the 
scent is familiar to him. Establishing 
them in their new hotel can take 
up to a month whereafter thorough 
inspection would be done in your roof 
to confirm whether all the bats have 
moved out. After the inspection, your 
roof would be sealed off to prevent 
any future inhabitation by bats, so 
that you can go on with your life 
without further hassles, and they 
can do the job they were created to 
do - protecting you from dangerous 
insects. So if you have bats in your 
garden, you should feel blessed that 
they have chosen your backyard! They 
are not a curse, they are there for 
YOUR benefit!

BAT REHABILITATION 
& RELEASE 

FreeMe - FreeMe is a Rehabilitation 
Centre for indigenous sick, injured or 
orphaned wildlife based in the north 
of Johannesburg. The public can 
bring wildlife to them for specialised 
treatment, care and rehabilitation until 
they can be released. At FreeMe, 
bats have become a part of the 
seasonal influx of babies and a large 
part of director Margi Brocklehurst’s 
life, besides her numerous other 
responsibilities. 

Tel: 083 558-5658

GPS COORDINATES :  
S 26.0321 E 28.0405

BAT INTEREST GROUPS:
• KZN Bat Interest Group
• Cape Bat Interest Group

WILDLIFE & BAT TOURISM
Ngwenya Lodge, adjacent to the 
Kruger National Park, Mpumalanga. If 
bats have grabbed your interest then 
why not arrange to go bat watching at 
Ngwenya Lodge? At least six species 
of bats, including Angolan free-tailed 
bats, Sundevall’s leaf-nosed bats, 

 by Darren Kruger – darrenk@lantic.net
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Mauritian tomb bats, Banana Bats and 
Wahlberg’s epauletted fruit bats roost 
in significant colonies at Ngwenya 
Lodge. Contact Dr. Brian Whiting, 
director of Winchester Marketing and 
a director of the share block company 
at Ngwenya Lodge 

NATURE CONSERVATION 
AWARENESS:
Bats Without Borders: Working 
together to secure a future for 
bats in Southern Africa. We are a 
not-for-profit organisation working 
across southern Africa to conserve 
bat populations and biodiversity 
by engaging with children, adults, 
students, researchers, communities, 
decision makers, conservationists, 
land managers, agricultural industry 
and private and public institutions

EcoSolutions: EcoSolutions operates 
the Urban Owl Box Project and the 
Raptor Centre at Broederstroom. 
We provide owl boxes, bat boxes, 
barbet logs, bird feeders and eco-
gift hampers, and install the same 
at homes and schools throughout 
Gauteng, North West Province and 
the Western Cape.

Drumblade Conservancy: We aim to 
create awareness of the uniqueness 
of the Drumblade area, our indigenous 
flora and fauna, and ensure its re-
establishment and protection for 
future generations

 

‘It is unfortunate that 
the average person has 
a deep prejudice against 
the bat. Without looking 
or thinking for himself, he 
accepts a lot of absurd 
tales about the winged 
one, and passes them on 
and on, never caring for 
the injustice he does or 
the pleasure he loses. 
 
The bat is the climax of 
creation in many things, 
highly developed in brain, 
marvellously keen in 
senses, clad in exquisite 
fur, and equipped, above 
all, with the crowning 
glory of flight. 
 
He is the prototype and 
the realization of the Fairy 
of the Wood we loved so 
much as children, and so 
hated to be robbed of by 
grown-ups who should 
have known better. I 
would give a good deal to 
have a bat colony where 
I could see it daily and 
would go a long way to 
meet some new kind of 
bat.’

Ernest Thomas Seton, 
Wild Animal Ways, 1923
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2.  Keep focused on cash flow: When 
the cash dries up, the game is 
over. In hard economic times its 
important to monitor cash flow 
more frequently, if not daily. Set up 
a simple system and watch your 
cash like a hawk. Big customers 
want to take ever forever to pay 
and suppliers want their money 
now. This makes it vital to manage 
cash carefully.

3.  Don’t sign sureties: when cash 
runs out, the temptation is to 
go to the bank to increase your 
overdraft. Don’t sign sureties 
that for a small loan require 
confiscation of all your business 
and personal assets. Enough said.

4.  Temptation: Act ethically at all 
times: even what may seem 
harmless will become a major 
issue if it involves an unethical 
business practice. Ensure you 
have a clear red line where you will 
not cross over. In this economy 
with people desperate, unethical, 
explotative small business are on 
the rise. Detect them early and 
avoid them at all costs. Some are 
not paying their taxes, operating 
illegally and not complying with 
health regulations and should 
be shut down by the relevant 
authorities.

5.  Take time to work on your 
business: Working in your 
business gives you very little time 
to work on your business. Make 
time each week to review where 
your business is going and how 
you can improve your operations 
and increase your market.

6.  Insurance cover: Have insurance 
cover in place for fire, theft and 

10 Survival Tips for 
Small Business Owners

The reality for many small business 
owners is that they were forced 
into starting something of their 

own. Perhaps they were retrenched, 
fired or unable to find a job.

What this means is that often small 
business owners really haven’t even 
had time to obtain some training 
in basic small business practices 
such as finance, human resources 
management and marketing.

The other real danger is that the small 
business owner works so hard in the 
business, trying to push for more 
sales, handling negotiations with 
suppliers, making month-end payroll 
and trying to get big customers to pay 
on time that they don’t catch major 
problems in their business before they 
become a threat to their businesses 
survival.

Newspaper reports recently indicated 
that about 4,000 businesses went 
insolvent in 2013. The causes for 
these business failures were not 
reported on but it doesn’t take a 
rocket scientist to figure the usual fatal 
mistakes: bad business decisions, 
running out of cash, a market that has 
dried up or even an employee when 
employees who have embezzled the 
company.

Here are 10 practical survival tips for 
small business owners:

1.  Stay inside your “circle of 
competence”: the investor 
Warren Buffett avoids making 
investments outside his “circle of 
competence”. Starting something 
new, venturing into a new market 
requires competence that the 
existing small business owner may 
not have. Stick to the knitting in 
bad times.

personal liability: It sounds like a 
no-brainer but how many small 
business owners have adequate 
insurance? Don’t be wiped out 
because of this.

7.  Business advice: The biggest 
risk that a business often faces 
is poor business advice. Airlines 
and utilities are virtually bankrupt 
because of bad business decisions 
and have to be bailed out. Double 
check business advice and rely 
on your own common sense and 
savvy.

8.  Avoid the dangerous number 1: 
there is a danger in having one 
big customer or one key supplier. 
Check your business for this kind 
of risk and make backup plans.

9.  Keep a watchful eye out for 
unusual employee behaviour: 
One of your employees could be 
handling too many critical tasks, 
employees could be taking out 
stock without you knowing it and 
finance or bookkeeping employees 
could be involved in an invoicing 
scam. Watch out for suspicious 
behaviour.

10. Be frugal: keep costs down and 
avoid unnecessary purchase 
of new assets. Set your small 
business a cost reduction 
percentage target and stick to it.

These 10 tips for small business 
survival are just a few that any small 
business owner should keep in mind 
during these economic times.

If you are in any way concerned that 
there could be un-seen or hidden 
risks in your business, get in the right 
professionals or a business adviser 
before it’s too late.

With permission of Ezine Articles

By Chesney Bradshaw  
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GRANULAR ANT AND COCKROACH BAITGRANULAR ANT AND COCKROACH BAIT

HYMENOPTHOR ULTRA GRANULAR ANT AND COCKROACH BAIT: A UNIQUE CONCEPT -  
TARGETED TO KILL ALL SPECIES OF ANTS AND COCKROACHES, INCLUDING NYMPHAL STAGES!

ENSYSTEX’s Advanced Bait Technology™ contains a complex blend of proteins, oils and sugars which 
is eagerly fed on by ants and cockroaches; allowing our Liquid Oil Phase Release™ Technology to 
covertly release the deadly fipronil. Undetectable to the target insects, fipronil is stealthily passed 
from insect to insect; producing results better than gel baits. HYMENOPTHOR ULTRA opens up new 

opportunities for the ULTRA fast control of pest ants and cockroaches.

HYMENOPTHOR ULTRA Granular Ant and Cockroach Bait - ARMED WITH FIPRONIL

REQUIRED  
SKILLS :  
ULTRA STRONG
ULTRA SPEED
ULTRA PALATABLE
STEALTH

ENSYSTEX SOUTH AFRICA, Lower Ground ,13 Jacoba Street,Alberton north,1450.  Co./Mpy Reg.No. 2008/009219/07.  Reg.No. L9298  Act/Wet No.36 of/van 1947. 
Active ingredient: 0.1 g/Kg Fipronil (caution).  HYMENOPTHOR is a trademark of Ensystex, Inc. used by licence to Ensystex South Africa.

(080-367-9783)
z a _ c l i e n t@ e n s y s t e x . c o m 0 8 0 E N S Y S T E Xwww. e n s y s t e x . c o . z a

MULTI-MISSION FIGHTER :  
ELIMINATE ALL SPECIES  
OF ANTS AND COCKROACHES

TARGET ACQUISITION :
PERIPLANETA COCKROACHES & NYMPHS
GERMAN COCKROACHES & NYMPHS
ALL SPECIES OF ANTS

APPLICATION :   
COVERT OPERATION.
ENEMY MUST BE UNAWARE 
OF YOUR PRESENCE
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AGENT PEST BAIT

Based on hydramethylnon – the tried and trusted active 
ingredient for cockroach gel bait for 20 years

Hydramethylnon – unique mode of action – affects energy 
metabolism in mitochondria

No known resistance

w
w
w
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w
o
rk
s.b
izREGISTRATION HOLDER: Villa Crop Protection (Pty.) Ltd., P.O. Box 10413, Aston Manor, 1630, Company Reg. No. 1992/002474/07, Tel: +27 11 396 2233

Agent Pest Bait. L 9531. Act No. 36 of 1947. Active ingredient: hydramethylnon 21,5g/kg RB. CAUTION

REMEMBER TO 
VISIT THE VILLA 

PUBLIC HEALTH/PES 
COCKROACH 

BAITING DEMO AT 
PESTBIZ.
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Clothes Moths
Clothes moths, or clothing moth, 

larvae feed on a variety of dried 
animal protein like hair, feathers 

and hide;  adult moths do not feed.  
Damage occurs when larvae feed 
on wool, upholster, rugs, felt, dried 
skin, hair and similar materials but not 
synthetic fabrics, cotton and other 
plant based fabrics.  Other fabrics may 
be damaged, however, if they are in 
contact with infested fabrics that are 
made of animal fibers.

There are several species of clothes 
moths including the casemaking 
clothes moth and the webbing clothes 
moth.  All species have similar life 
histories.  The adults are small buff-
coloured moths but one species has 
dark spots on the wings.  Female 
moths rarely fly so you won’t find 
them fluttering around the house like 
the pantry-infesting moths.

Clothes moth larvae can do 
considerable damage to certain types 
of fabrics and other natural articles.  
Generally, only items in long-term 
storage or those that are not disturbed 
for long periods sustain damage.  
Items that are regularly used are or 
cleaned are much less likely to be 
infested.

CLOTHES MOTH LARVAE
Some clothes moth larvae build a case 
made from silk and bits of whatever 
the larva is feeding on.  This is the 
casemaking clothes moth and the 
case is carried wherever the larva 
goes, while other species do not 
make this case.

Clothes moth larvae are especially 
damaging to fabrics that has been 
stained or soiled, food stains, sweat 
and urine are especially attractive.  In 
fact, there is evidence that clothes 
moth larvae will not develop on 
clean fabric because it lacks certain 
necessary nutrients.  Therefore, 
always launder or dry clean clothes 
before putting them into long-term 
storage.

STORAGE
Only use air-tight storage boxes or 
bags for long-term storage and store 
only clean clothes.  This alone will 

prevent most infestations.  Infested 
closets and drawers should be 
emptied and thoroughly cleaned with 
a mild household cleaner.  There is 
no need to treat indoor spaces with 
insecticide.

CLOTHES MOTH TRAPS
Clothes moths are not attracted to 
light like other moths but instead tend 
to see darker areas or dim light.  This 
behaviour makes them difficult to 
detect in dark closets and drawers.  
You’ll probably notice fabric damage 
or larvae before your see the moths 
themselves.

If you suspect clothes moth, based 
on damage you find, use pheromone 
traps placed in the closet or drawer.  
These traps will capture male 
webbing clothes moths.  Traps may 
not eliminate an infestation but will 
reduce numbers until you can take 
further action.

DO NOT USE MOTHBALLS
Clothes moth infestations are not 
as common and damaging today as 
they once were.  Nowadays most 
wool carpets have been replaced with 
synthetics and even wool clothing is 
not as common.  Wool rugs and wall 
hangings are sometimes infested and 
/or damaged.

At one time clothes moth damage 
was so common and costly that 

a material called mothballs was 
routinely placed in closets and 
drawers to deter these moths.   
However the use of mothballs is 
not recommended for fabric pests 
because of the toxicity of this material 
to people. Most infestations can be 
eliminated with proper storage and 
clean clothes combined with cleaning 
of closets and drawers, and trapping 
of male moths.

Mothballs are made of white crystals 
from very dangerous chemicals, 
naphthalene.  This chemical is a 
fumigant and the vapours must be 
present in high concentrations to 
be effective and this is a problem.  
Naphthalene can damage the liver and 
cause eye injury. Mothballs can be 
especially dangerous if accidentally 
eaten.  In short, mothballs should not 
be used by homeowners.  If they are 
used, and unfortunately some will 
continue to use them, they should 
only be used sparingly and anything 
stored around mothballs should be 
thoroughly cleaned.  Dry clean wool 
and silk articles or wash other fabrics 
to remove all mothball smell before 
use.

There are alternatives to mothballs for 
clothes moths and carpet beetles.  Do 
not put clothes that have been worn 
in long-term storage.  Dry cleaning 
is the most effective method of 
removing eggs and larvae of insects.

By Jack deAngelis, PhD
www.living withbugs.com



A CLEAR WINNER
IN FUTURISTIC 
COCKROACH CONTROL

BLATTATHOR ULTRA with its Viral Feed Through Effect™
ensures supersonic knockdown of cockroaches,
and with its high moisture retention, it keeps on killing.

Transparent gel Supersonic active Powered by fipronil

(080-367-9783)
080 ENSYSTEX

www.ensystex.co.zaBLATTATHOR is a trademark of Ensystex, Inc.  used by licence to Ensystex South Africa.

Ensystex South Africa (Pty) Ltd. Lower Ground 13 Jacoba street, Alberton North, 1450
Co./Mpy Reg.No.2008/009219/07.   Active Ingredient : Fipronil 0.5 g/Kg
Reg.No. L9297 Act/Wet No.36 of/van 1947 (Caution)

ADVANCED BAIT TECHNOLOGY
TM


