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Controlling Ants in the Home
By Paul T. McCoy 

Ants play an important role in the 
environment but they are considered pests 
when they invade the house. They damage 
clothes and furniture by creating holes in 
them and they also contaminate food. Ants 
enter the house in search for water, food 
and shelter. Getting rid of them effectively 
may need one or two methods.

Ants are one of the most common and frequent insects inside the house. 

Homeowners find them really annoying and irritating because they cause 

harm and damage on persons and in the properties and home structures. 

In reality, there are various type of species of ants that enter your home. Each 

type of ants have different characteristics and may require different approach 

in controlling them. The common house ant that invade the home are 

pharaoh ants or carpenter ants. To identify what type of ants you have in your 

home, get a few ant samples in a piece of plastic and then seek the help of an 

expert or pest control firm.

It is very frustrating to control ants in the home. You should distinguish the 

type of ants in your home and know how to control them. You must also be 

aware of when to seek professional help in dealing with your ant problems.

Ants are considered social insects and who live together. A group of ants 

is called a colony. One colony may have hundreds to millions of members 

depending on the specie. Each colony has different ant personalities with 

different roles and responsibilities. Each colony has a queen that lay eggs. 

Other members are the “worker ants” that work to get food for the group. 

In searching for food, they follow a certain trail that they follow to and from 

their “home”. Winged ants are call “swarmers”, they are the ones responsible to 

mate are able to create a new colony. When a swarmer goes out of the nest, it 

means that there are eggs inside the house. Swarmers may look the same as 

termites but they somehow differ in looks and characteristics. Ants have small 

waists while termites have the same width from head to below. The wings of 

ants are different in sizes - front wings are bigger than the hind wings while in 

termites, all wings have the same size. Also, ants’ antennae are bent while it is 

straight on termites.

Ants can be totally eliminated by spraying pesticides in their nests - killing the 

queens and workers inside. It is not effective to just only spray the visible ants 

that are marching on your walls or kitchen surfaces. Ants’ nests are usually 

found behind walls and doors, furniture, appliances, kitchen and cabinets. It is 

sometimes hard to find their nests because their homes are hidden. Installing 

baits can help eliminate them and find their nests. One advantage of using 

baits is that ants may bring the bait in their nests causing harm to ants that 

are in the nests including the queens and workers. There are readily available 

ant baits that are sold in the market, hardware or grocery stores. Put the baits 

where the ants go. If their trail is visible, it is best to put the bait near the 

trail. Do not spray pesticides near the bait because ants may smell it and will 

avoid going to the bait. Likewise, if the ants are already eating the baits, avoid 

spraying them too so that they will eat the bait and bring some in their nests 

which may also destroy other ants.

Ants may also nest outside the house. Try to look for their nests and eliminate 

it too. You can also use bait outside the house near the ants’ trail. 

Other well-known methods of eliminating the ants in your home is by using 

cinnamons, catnips, dish washing soap, vinegar, black pepper, bay leaves, 

whole cloves, and mint leaves. If you are not familiar of these, try to research 

them on the net and see how they work.

Article Source:  Ezine Articles
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Your pet may be in serious danger from a common 
threat many cats and dogs face, a disease known 
as heartworm. Heartworm is very dangerous to 
both cats and dogs, and it is commonly carried by 
a familiar backyard pest: mosquitoes. Almost all 
dogs bitten by an infected mosquito will contract 
the disease, so veterinarians urge all pet owners to 
administer preventative supplements, especially if an 
animal is outside a lot and exposed to mosquitoes. 

What is Heartworm?

Heartworm is a very serious illness. The worms can be seen by the naked eye 

if looked at directly. They are very long and can cause a number of health 

complications for your pet. Female heartworms release their young in an 

animal’s bloodstream. When mosquitoes bite an infected animal, they pass on 

the contaminated blood and the disease to the next victim.

Within six months the larvae will mature into gruesome looking long white 

adults which can live for up to seven years in dogs. These worms cannot act 

alone; mosquitoes are the number one means by which heartworms are 

spread in domestic animals.

Heartworm can be detected through an ultrasound, x-ray images or blood 

tests. Tests are performed on animals known to have the disease, so it is best 

to remain diligent with monthly preventatives.

The Danger Mosquitoes Present for Your Pet
By Walter Lee Davis

Prevention Recommendations

Outdoor water bowls are very tempting to mosquitoes, which love stagnant 

water. Often they will lay their eggs in bowls left out too long, so be sure 

to change outdoor dishes periodically. Ditches and other natural elements 

where mosquitoes will thrive be should be avoided if possible. It is also a 

good idea to keep your pets inside, especially at times when mosquitoes are 

most active and pets are more likely to get bitten.

You owe it to your pets to ensure they don’t suffer from this terrible illness. 

Taking preventative measures will save you from having to deal with the 

hassle and worry of your pet suffering from heartworm and the financial 

responsibility of costly treatments. Using heartworm prevention products 

can save your cat or dog from cardiovascular problems, ensuring they stay 

healthy and happy.

Mosquitoes are dangerous, disease-carrying insects that can cause harm to 

both you and your pet so it is imperative that you protect both yourself and 

your furry friends from the illnesses they may carry. If your family spends a 

lot of time out in your yard or you often keep your pet in your yard, you may 

want to look into a mosquito misting system. Many of these systems use 

botanical insecticide that is effective against mosquitoes but not dangerous 

to children or pets.

Article Source: EzineArticles

By Walter Lee Davis
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PES endorses the use of SAPCA members for services related to Pest 
Management and Fumigation. Pathogen & Environmental Solutions 

(Pty) Ltd Reg No.: 2011/006448/07

Mean catch of the Cobra™ 
45 Watt translucent trap 
compared with a leading 
competitor unit over a three 
hour period.

Using patented TT™, Genus® Cobra™ produces the fastest flying insect 
catch when compared against other fly traps of similar size. 

This is due to the Translucent Technology™ that allows 180º dispersal of 
UVa light which increases flying insect catch.

The CobraTM 
caught 71% of 
flies within one 

hour.

Proven independant 
laboratory tests show, 
Translucent Technology™ 
makes the Genus® Cobra™ 
the most effective flying 
insect control unit of its kind, 
consistently outperforming 
units by offering more than 
twice the UVa light output.
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Overview

It is a well-known fact that in terms of the Fertilizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and Stock

Remedies Act, 1947 (Act No. 36 of 1947), that:

•  No person shall for reward or in the course of any industry, trade or business - use any agricultural remedy unless he/she is a pest control operator registered in 
terms of this Act or otherwise than in the presence and under the supervision of a pest control operator so registered.

•  Any pest control operator having the prescribed qualifications or is otherwise, to such extent as may be determined by the Registrar, skilled in the use of 
agricultural remedies, and that it is not contrary to the public interest shall be registered.

It is further well known that a registered pest control operator must re-register every 3 years. However, what is lesser known fact among the sector is that in terms 

of Pest Control Operator (PCO) Regulations the renewal of a pest control registration requires that the operator among other things, must provide:
-  proof of continual education training and/or information obtained with regard to usage, safety and latest development on the regulatory matters of 

agricultural remedies within the current registration cycle;

-  copies of records prescribed in regulation 131 such records must be for the last six months period before the renewal period.

-  and more

The South African Pest Control Association (SAPCA) and its membership, have acknowledged that irrespective of the regulations that are in place to protect the 

sector, that in the last decade there has been an erosion and decline in value proposition of a conforming Pest Control Operator. Endless debates regarding the 

many factors that have contributed and continue to contribute to the erosion/decline of the sector can be bad. However, SAPCA has taken the position while the 

debates may continue, positive change is needed for best interest of the sector as a whole.

It is with this in mind, in consultation of the DAFF and with achieving the same objectives of upliftment and transformation of the pest control sector and in turn, 

protection of public interest and health and safety, we are pleased to announce the establishment of the Pest Control Industries Professional Council.

The establishment and the implementation of PCIPC will result in national professional register in line with the South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA) 

Professional Bodies requirements which would encompass among others things continuous professional development, self- regulatory and accountability 

environment.

The Vision of the PCIPC

To pro actively work and promote pest control practices in an open forum free of any political or commercial agenda, so as to protect the health and safety and 

well-being of the South African public, and to protect the integrity of the South African Pest Control Environment and Practices.

This will be achieved through the following objectives:
-  To effectively administer a live and updated pest control registration system in South Africa;

-  To promote and encourage the upliftment of the training and skills development at all levels in the pest control sector;

-  Promote fairness and equal treatment of all individuals, companies and organisations, irrespective of their race, gender, sexual orientation, religion or creed;

-  Continuously strive to improve the demographic representation of the registrar;

-  To promote, monitor and maintain continuous professional development expertise, among the registrar;

-  To work with the community to address concerns and complaints about work carried out by the registrar;

-  To monitor conformance to the technical application of agricultural remedies and reporting, through professional industry pest control auditors and thereby 
assisting the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries any other and central and or local government bodies with the enforcement of application of 
agricultural remedies conformance;

THE PEST CONTROL INDUSTRIES 
PROFESSIONAL COUNCIL
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-  To promote pest control practices that protect the environment, the health and safety of consumers, and the integrity and sustainability of the South African 
Pest Control Environment and Practices through the application and enforcement of South African Pest Control Operator Regulations;

-  To actively promote and support a consistent and effective regulatory environment throughout South Africa;

-  To regularly consult and liaise with the pest control industry and with authorized bodies related to the industry.

While the proposed objectives of the PCIPC encompass numerous activities, the main three core services are to be strongly driven by the PCIPC at the onset, 

which will in turn directly and indirectly drive the objectives of the PCIPC Enterprise:
-  Management of a Live online Registration data base

-  Management of Continuous Education Training

-  Monitoring and the Enforcement of the provisions of the Act and of the applicable codes of

-  practice for the use of agricultural remedies through the issuing of the Certificate of

-  Conformance

Registration

While PCIPC registration will align with that of the Regulations, registration with PCIPC would be different to that of DAFF. The intention long term will be for the 

PCIPC registration to integrate into the DAFF registration system making a seamless process for the sector.

It must be noted one of the significate differences with PCIPC registration is that it will be a live online, cloud based system and that re-registration will be every 12 

months and not that of the 3 years as per DAFF.

PCIPC cards will also be produced for each Pest Control Operator.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD)

The regulations are clear that CPD is required by a PCO upon re-registration with DAFF.

Continuous Education Training more commonly known as Continuing Professional Development (CPD), refers to the process of tracking and documenting the 

skills, knowledge and experience that a person gains both formally and informally as they work, beyond any initial formal qualification or training. Any CPD 

process is there to simply help and manage a person’s own development on an ongoing basis. It’s simply a function to help record, review and guide, on what is 

learnt and should be learnt.

The reality is that CPD is here to stay and PCIPC has acknowledged that it is a major step for the industry. If further acknowledges that any CPD program should 

not be complex and should be a simple by-product of what a person does naturally i.e. we learn and develop on a daily basis in some form or another. The CPD 

program should not be seen as a burden and not be limited to the traditional “classroom” or “book learning” activities. Development / improvement of one’s self as 

a person and within one’s work environment should be included.

It is with this in mind that the PCO CPD will be divided into the following stream:

Stream 1: Developmental Activities:

Developmental CPD Activities are activities that are related to structured educational and training, meetings, seminars, webinars etc.

Stream 2: Work-based Activities:

Work-based CPD Activities are activities that are related to any work-based related pest control activity. These activities may include but are not limited to, learner 

mentorship programs, issuing of certificates of conformance, etc.
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Stream 3: Individual Activities:
As the name implies individual CPD Activities are activities that are related to activities under taken by each relevant person. These activities may include but are 
not limited to serving on a voluntary association related to the pest control sector, writing a technical article, part-time lecturing/training, community service etc.

The number of CPD credits that will need to be obtained in one-year cycle of a PCIPC registration is 25 Credits (Points) or 75 Points over a 3-year period in the case 
of the DAFF registration.

PCIPC registered individuals may obtained all credits from only one stream of activities however for a balanced development it is encourage that PCO 
professionals to participate in more than one stream to ensure credits are earned from a combination of different activities.

Submission of one’s CPD credits will take place through a seamless on-line process.

PCIPC Certificate of Compliance (Reporting)

While most regulations are very clear on their intention, the challenges and the short-comings are in most cases the IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING and 
ENFORCING of the regulations. There are numerous factors that may contribute to one not being able to implement, monitor or enforce a regulation, however, we 
can be assure that if none of this is pro actively done, or seem to be done, then the respective regulations are not worth the paper they are written on.

To sustain the ordered structure of good environmental governance, and to ensure the necessary conformance, conformance assurance and enforcements are 
necessary.

With this said the PCIPC will be introducing a form of Certificate of Conformance (COC). so as to monitor conformance to the technical application of agricultural 
remedies and reporting. The introduction will only be taking place towards the latter of 2019.

The premise of the COC is that conformance is driven bottom up and not the conventional top down approach i.e. self-regulation by the industry and the PCO 
working in it.

Each COC which may be in either a paper or electronic format and uniquely numbered, will be issued to the owner of the premises by PCIPC registered PCO. 
The respective COC which is linked to a respective registered PCO, and denotes that application of the agricultural remedies was done under the supervision of 
the licensed PCO, was done in accordance with the provisions of the act/regulations and the applicable codes of practice for the use of agricultural remedies. In 
issuing the COC the registered PCO is acknowledging on a continuous basis that as a skilled and competent PCO, they will take accountability and responsibility 
for their work i.e. the application.

Post the issuing of the COC, the PCIPC will do a random selection on the COC’s issued and undertake a proactive audit of the work that was done in accordance 
with the provisions of the act/regulations, and the applicable codes of practice for the use of agricultural remedies. If the audit finds that the registered PCO has 
transgressed in one form or another, corrective action will be given to the registered PCO for them to undertake.

Governance of PCIPC

PCIPC is not owned or governed by SAPCA. The PCIPC was established under the auspices of SAPCA as a separate company and registered as a legal Not for Profit 
entity.

The PCIPC is total independent from any association, organisation or body, and the ownership of the PCIPC resides with Industry, governed by an elected board 
and its own Constitution.

The Way forward

PCIPC anticipates that it will start receiving registration by end of April 2019. Details to this will be communicated during the course of April 2019.
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What Health Problems can Damp and High 
Humidity in your Home Cause?

By Bob Bently 

Humidity in your home can not just affect the 

aesthetics of your house due to the causes of 

damp and high levels of humidity, but can also 

affect your health too. The common clues are 

wood that is starting to warp, paint on your walls 

starting to chip and of course wallpaper starting 

to bubble.

There is also that musty smell which comes from 

lack of ventilation in your home and too much 

humidity. We associate this smell with damp.

The purpose of this article is for you 
to notice the clues of high humidity 
levels, which can affect your 
health and do something about it 
before the issue becomes a serious 
problem. And, don’t forget, your 
health is your wealth so you must 
look after this.

In most cases, excess moisture in the air is due 

to lack of ventilation. You have probably noticed 

mould growing in bathrooms before. This is 

because when people have a shower, which 

causes lots of excess moisture in the air, they 

do not open any windows or have a decent 

ventilation system, so it creates condensation and 

there is no way for this moisture to escape. This 

produces unhealthy air in your home which can 

lead to health issues.

The simplest way to stop this is to simply open 

windows when showering.

It is so important to keep your home at a certain 

humidity level. This is because when mould grows 

and is not dealt with in a timely manner, it will 

attract dust mites. Mould can also contaminate 

other areas in your home if you do not deal 

with it. It can grow and spread on to floors, your 

upholstery and of course any carpet near the 

infected area.

If mould is left to its own devices, coming from 

the fungus family,it will create spores which for 

humans and pets can create some serious health 

issues. That familiar damp smell means you have 

fungus growing your home, and the best and 

most efficient way of removing this is using a 

dehumidifier.

So what are the health risks of having 
high humidity and mould in your home?

The most common health risk is when damp and 

high humidity levels effects your lungs. Symptoms 

include coughing, dry throat and wheezing. If 

you are, or you live with anyone who suffers from 

asthma you must be particularly careful. Damp 

and mould in your home has been seen to trigger 

many asthma attacks and can lead to respiratory 

infections.

Excess damp can also lead to symptoms which 

we would associate with the common cold. These 

include a runny nose, puffy eyes which can lead to 

infections, headaches and general tiredness. If you 

do not deal with your damp issue, the symptoms 

can actually lead to developing the flu. The reason 

this occurs is that the growth of mould leads to 

dust mites which a lot of people are allergic to.

So what can you do to make sure damp and high 

humidity levels do not affect your health? It’s not 

really rocket science, simply follow some of the 

suggestions:
• Do not leave your laundry to dry indoors 

without having ventilation. In other words, 
if you do this, open windows.

• Also open your windows when you are 
having a shower or bath. This is the 
number one reason you see mould growing 
bathrooms.

• If there is a particular area in your home 
where damp is a problem, buy yourself a 
dehumidifier which can remove any excess 
moisture in the air and solve the issue 
before it leads to any health problems.

• Clean clean clean! At the earliest sign of 
seeing mould develop, make sure you 
remove it with a detergent.

Do not panic if you have mould growing your 

home as there is always a solution to remove this 

so does not affect your health. Follow the advice 

above and you will have a damp and mould free 

home.

Article Source:  Ezine Articles
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The Benefits of a Clean Office
By Alex Pupkin

When you try to put it into perspective, your 
office is a place where you spend nearly 
a third of your time. For most of us, from 
Monday to Friday, we spend roughly half of 
our waking hours in an office so we want it 
to be comfortable and conducive to work. 
Aside from desks, computers, and other 
office equipment, there are many aspects of 
an office that should be cleaned regularly 
in order to maintain a productive working 
environment. Regardless of the type of 
business or industry you’re in, organization 
is a key to efficiency and accuracy in the 
workplace; and cleanliness is one important 
aspect of organization.

So as you can see the benefits of a clean office are closely connected 

with being successful in your job. Desks that are swamped with files 

and papers or to-do lists can make it difficult to maintain focus on the 

task at hand. Papers should be stored and filed properly, and work 

spaces should be kept orderly to ensure an organized approach to the 

day’s tasks. But let’s be realistic, not everybody works the same, so not 

everybody will have a tidy desk. Nevertheless, there are other benefits 

of having a clean office that extend beyond the appearance of a few 

workers’ desks.

First, in many industries, client confidentiality is a major concern. 

As identity theft becomes a bigger and bigger problem in today’s 

technologically advanced societies, companies are implementing 

strict guidelines with respect to protecting the personal information 

of clients. Indeed, a clean office can actually help maintain client 

confidentiality as it is less likely that important documents will be 

misplaced, inadvertently disposed of, or misfiled in a clean and 

orderly office. Plus, disorder leads to inefficiency. We can all relate to 

misplacing an important piece of information and spending valuable 

time searching for it. An organized employee with a tidy desk will be 

less likely to lose important documents or notes and therefore will 

spend more time on important tasks.

Moreover, many business owners want to ensure workplace 

cleanliness in order to make a good impression on customers. When 

clients or other visitors enter a dirty office, they will likely judge the 

company so far as to even deem it unprofessional. On the other 

hand, a clean and well-maintained office will give the impression of 

efficiency and productivity. As much as we learn never to judge a 

book by its cover, sometimes we can’t overcome our first impressions 

making it even more important to keep a clean office.

Finally, messy offices can even be hazardous. Hygiene is important, 

no doubt, but cluttered offices offer greater potential for risk. Indeed, 

it is much easier to identify possible hazards in a clean office than an 

untidy office. From trip hazards to chemical spills, the risk of accident 

or injury is considerably lower in a clean office.

Article source: EzineArticles
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The Professional Standard for protecting 
buildings against termites

NOW 
WITH 10
YEARS

PROVEN EFFICACY
IN SOUTH AFRICA

THE PROTECTOR

THE THREAT
Termites – a serious threat to your 
most valuable investment

THE PROTECTOR
PROTHOR gives you superior termite 
protection

THE DEFENCE 
SHIELD
PROTHOR binds slow to bind tight

THE PROTHOR 
VIRAL EFFECTTM

PROTHOR spreads from termite to 
termite eliminating termites in the 
building

info@ensystex.co.za 

(080-367-9783)
CALL 080ENSYSTEX

www.ensystex.co.za
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Cockroach Infestations - Why They Are Dangerous
By Genie Fletcher

First, the environments in which cockroaches thrive are not sterile 

and clean. They, in fact, are areas most often covered in germs and 

bacteria and quite filthy. Because this is where they live, the cockroach 

itself is covered in germs. And then as they make contact with food, or 

anything in your home, they leave that bacteria behind.

Next, in their quest to find food, they will crawl all over counters, sinks, 

ovens, toasters, cabinets, drawers... any place they can squeeze into. 

Even if they are not successful in getting into your food, the very fact 

that they are touching surfaces on which your food is prepared leaves 

you and your family at risk of ingesting the bacteria left behind which 

can result in you becoming ill.

Third, cockroaches have an exoskeleton which they periodically shed. 

The dust that results from these skeletons, as well as the faeces of the 

cockroach laying around a home, have been associated with causing 

both allergies and asthma in those who breathe in either of these 

waste products.

Fourth, a female cockroach will have babies every three months. This 

short amount of time combined with the ability of each female to lay 

up to 40 eggs at once means the presence of just a few cockroaches 

can move to a full-blown infestation in no time at all. The average 

lifespan of a female cockroach is one year, which means she has the 

capacity of having as many as 160 babies.

Fifth, not only are they capable of producing offspring on a massive 

scale, they are very hard to kill. While commercial products are 

available, and DIY methods are plentiful, once established a herd of 

cockroaches is resilient to most attempts to eradicate them outside of 

professional services. While it may be a joke that cockroaches would 

be the only creature to survive nuclear attack, anyone who has tried 

to deal with them on their own would probably find that statement 

more true than funny.

Last, but possibly worst, cockroaches do bite people. They have 

even been known to move beyond just biting to eating the flesh of 

both living and dead individuals. While they are much more likely 

to bite fingernails or eyelashes, those who have been bit experience 

irritation, swelling and, in some cases, infection.

From being the bearers of harmful bacteria and germs, dust, rapid 

population growth and eerie resilience, cockroaches are dangerous 

house guests to keep around. You may think the situation is under 

control because you have only seen one or two, but that won’t 

be a reality for long. The best course of action when dealing with 

cockroaches is to eradicate them as fast as possible.

Article Source: EzineArticles.com
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The Importance Of Efficient Workplace Communication
By Mike Timothy Hawk

Communication is defined as the interchange of opinions, information or thoughts through speech, signs 

or writing. This is among the most important work ethics that can be utilized inside the workplace. It is 

true that employees communicate with one another at all times in order to make their jobs done properly 

and on time. Those working in a business also communicate with their customers so as to ensure that all 

client needs are met. Business that lacks proper communication will automatically fail. Indeed, there are 

a lot of positive aspects of communication within a certain workplace. Always remember that excellent 

communication skills go beyond conversations; however, employees must also learn how to communicate 

well in written reports as well as emails. Understanding the benefits of efficient communication will help 

organizations place a main focus on coming up with a workforce that is able to communicate in the 

company and with customers, international business partners, and vendors.

Employee Morale 

- Improved employee morale is a result of an efficient 

communication. Employees indeed appreciate great 

communication from the management as this will produce 

a very healthy environment. Know that if employees are 

very satisfied with their jobs, they are capable of efficiently 

performing their duties with a very positive attitude. 

Improper workplace communication will certainly lead to 

frustration as well as confusion among employees. Good 

thing managers can alleviate such problems by keeping all 

the lines of communication open always.

Team Building
 - Efficient workplace communication will help managers 

and employees form effective and productive teams. Also, it 

lessens unneeded competition in the department and helps 

employees work together. Understand that the result of a 

team working together is high responsibility, productivity 

and integrity. A manager who communicates well with his 

subordinates can promote positive relationships that will in 

turn, benefit the company as a whole.

Global Business 

- Because of the increasing demand for business transactions, 

the need for efficient communication to meet such global 

demands also increases. Both employees and managers 

must know how to efficiently communicate with the 

company’s international counterparts. Companies that 

prepare employees to excel both in verbal and nonverbal 

communication skills will certainly find it a lot easier to enter 

into the global marketplace as opposed to companies that 

will not give an effort to prepare its employees. Indeed, 

efficient communication is very important for businesses 

considering of expanding globally.

It Reduces Barriers 

- Excellent communication skills will help in reducing 

language and cultural barriers. Indeed, companies can avoid 

cultural confusion as well as miscommunication through 

training international employers early in their careers. With 

efficient communication, productivity will surely increase.

Article Source: EzineArticles.com 
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Bird Mites and 
What You Can Do 

to Reduce 
Infestation

By Ken Birch

What are Bird mites? 

Often incorrectly called “bird lice”, bird mites are found all 
over the world. As their name suggests these creatures 
live and feed mostly on birds and can also live within their 
nests. They are found in moist or humid conditions, often 
found either on birds or in bird nesting materials during 
spring and early summer.

Bird mites can grow up to about 2mm in length. With four 
pairs of legs and no antennae, adult bird mites are mostly 
transparent, and only gain a black or red colour after they 
have fed on blood. Naturally, bird mites tend to be most 
active during bird nesting periods.

Aggressive and parasitic, bird-mites require blood to 
reproduce. Multiplying quickly, a bird-mite infestation can 
often leave people feeling overwhelmed.

How do bird mites affect people? 

People are most commonly exposed to bird mites when birds enter office 

blocks or homes to nest. Once these birds and their chicks leave or die, the 

remaining mites (often tens of thousands) leave the nesting area in search of 

new hosts as a food source. Bird mites can rapidly generate large populations, 

and have a life cycle of between 7-10 days.

Bird mites feed on the blood of the birds whose nests and skin they infest, 

however unlike ticks, they cannot survive on human blood and will not infect 

human skin.

They do, however, leave a nasty bite

Their ‘test-biting’ on humans, while searching for a new bird host, involves the 

mite injecting saliva into the skin. This can cause severe irritation, rashes and 

itching, with secondary infections not uncommon due to scratching of the 

bites.

Bird mites commonly infest bedrooms and bathrooms, but due to their 

number they can quickly infect an entire house and spread into carpets, 

bedding, furniture and clothing. When not active, the mites hide in darkened 

areas such as cracks and crevices, though they tend to congregate where 

humans often are - such as on the TV room couch, near the computer or in 

the car.

Essentially they are attracted to new hosts such as humans through their 

receptors designed to pick up moisture and heat.

What you can do to lower the risk of 
infestation

 

The first obvious place for bird mites to get in is on birds that have entered 

a building from in the roof. Here are a few helpful tips to stop possible 

infestation of these troublesome parasites.
• Remove the source for mites.
•  Remove bird nesting material to a more suitable outside location.
•  Treat, reduce or eliminate any rodent population.
•  Repair broken tiles, timber and other entry points to prevent roof access.
•  Make roosting sites and window ledges unattractive to bird roosting.

There are different solutions to control bird mite infestation depending on 

your problem and its extent. By following the steps listed above you should 

significantly reduce the risk of parasite activity in your home or office.

Before undertaking any serious treatments, it’s advisable to consult a trained 

specialist, as they will undertake a thorough assessment of your particular 

problem and offer solutions that best fit your unique situation.

Article Source:  Ezine Articles
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Public Health Vectors and Pests
Flesh Fly
Common 
Name

Flesh fly

Scientific 
Name

Sarcophagidae

Size

Depending on the 
species, they range from 
10 to 22mm 
in length when fully 
grown.

Colour Yellowish maggots

Description

Adult - Flesh flies usually have gray bodies with three 
black stripes on the thorax. The abdomen has a light and 
dark gray checkerboard pattern and is often red at the tip. 
Though some species may be smaller than house flies, most 
flesh flies are about 10 to 13 mm long. 

Larva - These near white to yellowish maggots have 
pointed heads. Depending on the species, they range from 
10 to 22 mm in length when fully grown.

Distribution - As a group, flesh flies occur throughout most 
areas of the world although species distribution varies. 
Flesh flies are found in urban and rural communities.

Feeding Habits - 
Adult flies do not bite 
but feed on a wide 
range of liquid 
substances. Most larvae 
infest wounds, carrion
or excrement. The larvae 
of some species of flesh flies are beneficial in that they prey 
on eggs, nymphs, or larvae of more harmful insects. Lesser 
house fly larvae, blow fly larvae, and grasshopper nymphs 
are common hosts of flesh flies. 

Damage - Though they can carry leprosy bacilli, flesh 
flies usually are not problems as disease carriers or even 
as nuisances and pose little threat to human welfare or 
to livestock. A few cases are known in which flesh fly 
maggots have burrowed from wounds into the healthy 
flesh of livestock, and some species can cause intestinal 
pseudomyiasis (infection by fly larvae) in humans who 
consume food contaminated with larvae.

Life History - Flesh fly life histories vary with species 
and location. Rarely very numerous, the flies emerge in 
spring and mate. Eggs are laid only under very unusual 
circumstances. As a rule, eggs hatch within the body of 
the adult. Females of most species deposit 20 to 40 larvae 
directly onto the host or substrate. As many as 325 larvae 
have been known to be born by a single female.

Flesh fly maggots feed for 3 or 4 days and develop through 
3 instars. Soon afterward, these mature maggots enter the 
pupal stage. Adult flies emerge in 10 to 14 days and the life 
cycle is repeated. Several generations are produced each 
year.

Habitat

Flesh flies are found in urban and rural communities 
but, fortunately, are relatively uncommon in houses or 
restaurants. They breed in excrement, decaying vegetable 
matter and animal flesh or meat.

Lifecycle

The life cycle of flesh-fly larvae has been well researched 
and is very predictable. Different species prefer bodies in 
different states of decomposition, and the specific 
preferences and predictable life cycle timings allows 
forensic entomologists to understand the progress of 
decomposition and enables the calculation of the time of 
death by back extrapolation. This is done by determining 
the oldest larva of each species present, measuring the 
ambient temperature and from these values, calculating the 
earliest possible date and time for deposition of larvae. This 
yields an approximate time and date of death (d.o.d.) This 
evidence can be used in forensic entomology investigations 
and may assist in identification of a corpse by matching 
the calculated time of death with reports of missing 
persons. Such evidence has also been used to help identify 
murderers.

Disease 
Transmitted

Flesh-flies can carry leprosy bacilli and can transmit 
intestinal pseudomyiasis to people who eat the flesh-
fly larvae. Flesh-flies can also cause myiasis in animals, 
mostly to sheep, and can give them blood poisoning, or 
asymptomatic leprosy infections.

Type of 
damage

The symptoms depend on the tissue invaded. If it is in the 
skin, the infection starts as itchy sores then develop into 
painful boil-like lesions which often ooze.

Sources / 
breeding

Most flesh flies breed in 
carrion, dung, or 
decaying material, but 
a few species lay their 
eggs in the open 
wounds of mammals; 
hence their common 
name. Some flesh fly 
larvae are internal parasites of other insects. These 
larvae, commonly known as maggots, live for about 5-10 
days, before descending into the soil and maturing into 
adulthood. At that stage, they live for 5-7 days.

House Fly Life Cycle

Larva

Pupa

Eggs
Adult
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Why Clean A Mattress
By Deborah L Walker

The purpose of this article is to bring to 
your attention how unhealthy an average 
mattress or sofa can actually be and what 
you can do about it. It doesn’t matter 
how old the mattress or stuffed furniture 
is, it can be sanitized.

Most people don’t realize that what they are sleeping on each night 

could be the cause of allergy symptoms. Experiencing symptoms 

such as red itchy eyes, sneezing coughing, headaches, depression, or 

allergy attacks upon awakening have been shown to be caused by 

dust mites in some people.

It is important to realize that a mattress can harbour viruses, bacteria, 

fungus, mold spores, and dust mites. Dust mites themselves are not 

dangerous. It is what they excrete that causes the problems. This 

excretion is called guanine. Guanine adheres to the fibres in the 

mattress as tiny mucous coated balls. Later these balls decompose 

into fine powder like dust. This dust collects in the mattress and 

causes allergic people to react to the proteins in the bodies and 

faeces of the mites.

The white dust is found in highest concentration in the areas of the 

mattress where a person sleeps. The reason for this is that the body 

creates a perfect humid environment for the dust mites to thrive. 

The mites feed off the dead skin that people shed. This is all they 

need to survive. Up to 2,500 of these critters have been counted in as 

little as one gram of dust. For reference, on gram is about the weight 

of a paper clip. So, a million or more can be found in a standard 

size mattress. Plus each one of these can produce 200 times their 

body weight in excrement during their lifetime. Furthermore, dust 

mites are also found in high numbers on pillows, carpeting, and 

upholstered furniture. They float in the air when you vacuum, walk 

on carpet, or disturb bedding. Every time someone moves around 

in bed the microscopic dust mite excrement becomes airborne 

and enters the breathing passages. When some people inhale this 

contaminated air, they may have allergic reactions.

Usual household insecticides have no effect on dust mites. By 

spraying bedding or applying some types of cleaner, all that is 

accomplished is adding ineffective chemicals. So, the only effective 

way to rid your bed or furniture of dust mites, bacteria, mold, fungus, 

or viruses, is to remove them. The best way is to use powerful suction 

along with UV-C light. The UV-C light will destroy the mites’ DNA. This 

type of light prevents DNA from unzipping and therefore the mites 

cannot multiply.

If you, or someone you know, suffer from allergies, I urge you to 

consider having your mattresses tested, cleaned, and sanitized. It is 

not a cure to clean a mattress. However, many people have reported 

that their symptoms have improved. Some people try to cover up the 

problem by using only dust mite proof mattress covers. The research 

on how effective these products are is mixed. Some people swear 

by them. The barrier covers mask the problem. Also, the covers don’t 

keep the mites out of carpets, blankets, sheets, or other bedding. 

The mites need shed skin to survive and they will find it. Since mites 

also eat natural fibres such as wool and cotton, blankets and sheets 

also harbour dust mites. These items can be washed in hot water, 

but it needs to be done every week. The largest population of dust 

mites will not be disposed of this way because they are found in the 

mattresses where they survive best.

Article Source:  Ezine Articles
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Customer Service - Actions and Attitudes
By: RJ Sullivan

Customer Service is common sense. 
We are all customers in our everyday 
life and we all know what constitutes 
good and bad service. So why is it so 
difficult? Why do we all commiserate 
with each about bad service that we 
seemingly receive on a daily basis? It 
all comes down to two simple words - 
Actions and Attitudes.

Let’s start with Attitude because that is where it all begins. You can’t 

be truly good at anything without a positive attitude. The world is 

full of failures that occur because of a bad attitude. Life is stressful 

and difficult and many times employees bring this life stress into the 

workplace. They are thinking about everything except for their job 

and when it comes time to deliver excellent service, they let their 

own personal travails get in the way of their job.

When you step in the door and clock into the job the first and most 

important step is to leave your baggage at the door as well. Your 

customers don’t care about your problems. They simply wish to have 

a positive experience and get what they need from your business.

No one expects you to be happy and positive when you are not, 

but it’s easy to fake and essential to the job. Practice smiling and 

having a positive tone to your voice even when it’s not in your heart. 

This will keep your job safe, your customers happy and your career 

progressing.

The next step to great service is Action. Your actions are the 

backbone of great service. A positive attitude is the ladder to 

action, but action is the key to putting your service in the “great” 

category. Actions are the actual physical steps you take to wow your 

customers.

It starts with a “welcome” and smile and ends with a “thank you” 

and smile, but in between is the greatest opportunity of your job. If 

you work in a retail store it might be actually taking your customer 

right to the product they are looking for rather than just telling them 

the isle. If you work in a restaurant it might be getting their beverage 

refills the second they are needed or getting the order 100% correct 

every time. If you work in a call center it might be calling your 

customer back with the information they requested within an hour. 

Wherever it is that you work there are countless ways to turn good 

service into great service.

In customer service you need to constantly think of ways to “wow” 

the customer. Impress the customer in every encounter. Sometimes 

you may be limited by your companies specific policies, however the 

key to being a standout in service is to work within your limitations 

and find the best way to provide service in your situation.

Actions and Attitudes are two of the most important words you will 

ever hear in reference to customer service. First get your positive 

attitude straight and leave 

all of your personal baggage 

at the door. Next , find the 

positive actions that will 

impress your customers. 

Your job success depends 

on it.

Article Source:  Ezine Articles
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Basic Tips on Reading Pesticide Labels
By Lee Ware 

Types of Pesticides: 

The label must indicate what type of pesticide the 
product is or what pests it will control.

Ingredient Statements: 

Check the active ingredients when you compare 
pesticides. The statement must include both the 
active and inert ingredients in the product.

ATTENTION: 
The EPA has a list of inert ingredients that can be used that pose little to no 

health risk, so companies only need to list the percentage, not what they 

are on the label. So if you buy 2 different products with the same active 

ingredients, residual, attractiveness and so on may make one product work 

better than another.

Signal Words: 

Signal word will indicate the products toxicity from a single dose. There are 4 

main signal words. 

•  Danger-Poison with a skull and crossbones signal. This means that the 
product is highly toxic and can be fatal even in low doses. The wording 
will be labelled in red. 

•  Danger: product is corrosive and can cause irreversible eye damage or 
severe skin injury. 

•  Warning: means that the product is moderately toxic or can cause 
moderate eye or skin irritation. 

•  Caution: means that the product is slightly toxic or may cause slight eye 
or skin irritation. 

Get additional tips on toxicity by reading the precautionary statement 

section.

Statement of Practical Treatment: This section will list the first aid 

treatment for accidental exposure to the pesticide.

Note to Physician: Provides emergency medical personnel with a poison 

treatment and will suggest antidotes. Sometimes there may be an emergency 

phone number.

Precautionary Statement: This section identifies potential hazards and 

recommends ways to minimize or avoid risks such as “Environmental Hazards”, 

“Hazards to Humans and Domestic Animals” or “Physical or Chemical Hazards”.

Hazards to Humans and Domestic Pets: A signal word is listed and 

statements that lists potential points of entry such as mouth, eyes, or skin 

that must be protected to prevent exposure that could be harmful. This 

section should also indicate what the major concern is such as irritation, 

corrosiveness, or illness. Protective clothing and equipment required 

to handle the pesticide to prevent overexposure as well as laundering 

instructions should be here.

Environmental Hazards: This section warns of the pesticides risk to the 

wildlife, bees, birds, fish, septic areas, water quality and gives practical 

procedures to avoid harm to organisms and the environment.

Physical or Chemical Hazards: This section provides enough information to 

aid in your decision of using a pesticide. Do you have the right product and 

equipment to apply it? How many times must you treat to break the insects 

life cycle and can I use it in the area that needs treated are some questions 

you should ask yourself. Use proper timing and spot or target treatment(s) to 

reducing pesticide use.

Directions for Use: Under this section it will start off with a statement like “It 

is a violation of Federal law to use this product in a manner inconsistent with 

its labelling”. Follow the usage directions!!! Pesticides used on food plants will 

lists how many days prior to harvest you should use it to minimize pesticide 

residue to tolerant levels that the EPA regards as safe to use.

Storage and Disposal: All pesticide labels will have this section to let you 

know how to properly store and dispose of the product. This section usually 

considers 3 factors like that pesticide must be registered with the EPA before 

being sold or applied. The label must provide information to the users of the 

pesticide for safe handling. Last is that the pesticide must be used according 

to its directions to get effective pest control and using it safely.

When you use a pesticide you are responsible and can 
be held liable for any misuse of the product that falls in 
the labelling directions and can be held liable for any 
damage, loss or even unintended consequences that the 
pesticide may cause.

ALWAYS READ 
THE LABEL

[Alf Ribeiro/Shutterstock]Article Source:  Ezine Articles
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Occupational 
Health and Safety

What is OHS about?

It’s about prevention; to prevent people from 
being injured by work related activities and or 
becoming ill by taking precautionary measures and 
providing a reasonable safe and healthy working 
environment.

How is the Health and Safety of people then protected?

There are rules and regulations, which requires all of us not to put 

ourselves or others in danger. The OHS Act also requires us to protect 

the public from workplace dangers.

Do Health and Safety Law apply to small business?

Yes, the Occupational Health and Safety Act apply to all businesses 

no matter how small. It applies to self-employed people too.

What laws are applicable?

The Occupational Health and Safety Act, Act 85 of 1993; The 

Compensation for Occupational Injuries and Diseases Act, Act 130 of 

1993; The Basic Conditions of Employment Act, Act 75 of 1997; The 

Labour Relations Act, Act 66 of 1995; The Unemployment Insurance 

Act, Act 63 of 2001 and Act 4 of 2002 (Contributions); and the 

Employment Equity Act, Act 55 of 1998.

Do you have control over Health and Safety in your 
workplace?

In order to put control measures in place at the workplace, a risk 

assessment should be conducted on all activities in order to get the 

required information about the dangers relating to work activities. 

Only if all dangers have been identified the risk assessor will be 

able to identify the hazards associated with the activities. Sensible 

measures can then be put in place to control the risks associated 

with that specific activities.

What is a risk assessment?

It is an evaluation of the activities and processes in your workplace, 

which could cause harm to people and or property.

What type of risks and injuries can be sustained in the 
workplace?

There is a number of risks that can be found at work and the 

following are a few examples of possible risks:

• Slipping and Tripping

• Hazardous chemicals

• Falling from heights

• Noise

• Vibration

• Electrical shock

• Fires

• Explosions, etc…

What should be done when an injury occurs at work?

The employer or self-employed person should report the incident as 

contemplated in Section 24 (1 & 2) to the Department of Labour. 

This type of incidents shall be reported within 7 days by means of 

Annexure 1 to the General Administrative Regulation. The incident 

then should be investigated internally, and feedback must be given 

to the Health and Safety Committee for further discussion and 

treatment.

Where can I get assistance on the implementation of the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act?

Edwilo Risk Consultants CC, is and accredited OHSE training provider 

through the HW SETA, and provides the following services tailored to 

the specific needs of the client:

* Construction OHS programs and training

* OHS Risk Assessments

*  OHSE Legal Compliance Audits

*  OHSE Facility Audits

*  OHSE Training

*  OHSE Skills programmes

*  Occupational Health Clinics

*  Occupational Hygiene Services

For further detail you can contact us on 

011 913 4203 (Bernadette Venter) or 

082 571 6015 (PTA – Steven Jansen van Vuuren)

Printed with permission from Edwilo Consultants
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Weed Control Facts - Winning the Battle of the Weeds

Keeping your landscape 
plantings, flower beds, and 
nursery crops free of weeds is a 
battle, but if you approach it with 
a strategic plan, you will prevail. 
In order to develop a plan, you 
first must understand how weeds 
work, and what kind of weeds 
you are dealing with.

proper mulching you can eliminate the 

sunlight.

But first, let’s look at the steps you should 

go through before you mulch, then we’ll 

discuss the best mulching techniques to 

use. In order for your weed control efforts to 

be truly effective, you should do everything 

in your power to make your gardens as 

weed free as possible before you plant or 

mulch. There are a couple of ways you can 

go about this, either organically or with 

chemicals. I don’t like using chemicals, but 

I do use them for weed control, and I use 

them for pest control when necessary.

I’ll discuss organic control first. The 

first thing you should do is remove all 

unwanted vegetation from your planting 

area. Using a hoe, spade or other digging 

device, undercut the roots and remove the 

undesirable plants, roots and all. Then you 

should work the soil by rototilling or turning 

the soil by hand.

Weed control facts? Depending on the 

time of the year, there are a few billion weed 

seeds drifting through the air at any given 

time, so to think that you can eventually 

rid a garden of weed seed is false thinking, 

but at least this process is effective for the 

remaining roots, which are the most difficult 

to control.

With that process complete, go ahead 

and plant your garden. When you’re done 

planting you can either mulch the bed, or 

keep turning the soil on a weekly basis to 

keep it free of weeds. Most people opt to 

mulch. Not only does mulch help to control 

the weeds, but if you select a natural mulch 

it also adds organic matter to the soil which 

makes for better gardening results down 

the road.

Before mulching you can spread newspaper 

(7-9 layers thick) over the soil and place the 

mulch over top of that. The newspaper will 

block the sunlight from reaching the surface 

of the soil and help to keep weed growth to 

a minimum. The newspaper will eventually 

decompose, and not permanently alter 

the make up of your garden. Paper grocery 

bags also work well, so the next time you 

hear, “Paper or Plastic?”, you’ll know how to 

answer.

What about black plastic, or the weed 

barrier fabric sold at garden centers? I don’t 

like either and I’ll tell you why. For one, 

neither one of them ever go away, and the 

make up of your garden is forever altered 

until you physically remove them, which is a 

real pain in the butt.

Weed control facts? Plastic is no good 

for the soil because soil needs to breathe. 

Plastic blocks the transfer of water and 

oxygen, and eventually your soil will suffer, 

as will your garden. It’s all right to use plastic 

in a vegetable garden as long as you remove 

it at the end of the season and give the soil a 

chance to breathe.

Basically weeds grow either from seed, or 

they reproduce from their roots. As the 

roots grow outward from the parent plant, 

new plants sprout up from the lateral roots, 

creating more parent plants and the process 

continues and the weeds thrive. Weeds that 

tend to reproduce from the root are usually 

more difficult to control.

Weed control facts? Weeds are plants, and 

they function just like the desirable plants 

in your yard. They need water, sunlight, 

and nutrition to survive. Of these three 

key survival needs, the easiest one for a 

gardener to eliminate is sunlight. Through Once worked, let the soil sit for four days 

or so, and work it again. Keep doing this 

over and over as long as time permits. This 

process serves two purposes. It brings the 

roots that were left in the soil close to the 

surface so they can be dried by the sun, 

which will make them non-viable, and it 

disturbs the weed seeds that have started to 

germinate, which makes them non-viable as 

well. The longer you continue this process 

the more weeds you are eliminating from 

your garden.

By Michael McGroarty
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Weed barrier fabrics allow the soil to 

breathe, but what happens is that when 

you mulch over top of the fabric, which you 

should because the fabric is ugly, the mulch 

decomposes and becomes topsoil. Weeds 

love topsoil, and they will grow like crazy 

in it. Only problem is, they are growing on 

top of the fabric, and you are stuck with a 

ton of problems, like a weedy garden, and a 

major job of trying to remove the fabric that 

is now firmly anchored in place because the 

weeds have rooted through it.

Weed fabric is also porous enough that if 

an area becomes exposed to the sunlight, 

enough light will peek through and weeds 

below the fabric will grow, pushing their 

way through the fabric. I don’t like the stuff. 

I’ve removed miles of it from landscapes 

for other people because it did not work as 

they had expected.

Weed control facts? Controlling weeds 

with chemicals is fairly easy, and very 

effective if done properly. I know that many 

people don’t approve of chemical weed 

controls, but millions of people use them, so 

I might as well tell you how to get the most 

effect using them.

There are two types of chemical weed 

controls, post-emergent, and pre-emergent. 

In a nutshell, a post-emergent herbicide 

kills weeds that are actively growing. 

A pre-emergent prevents weed seeds 

from germinating. Of the post- emergent 

herbicides there are both selective and non-

selective herbicides. A selective herbicide 

is like the herbicides that are in weed-and-

feed type lawn fertilizers. The herbicide will 

kill broad leaf weeds in your lawn, but it 

doesn’t harm the grass.

One of the most popular non-selective 

herbicides is Round-up®, it pretty much 

kills any plant it touches. Rule number 

one. Read the labels and follow the 

safety precautions!!! Round-up® is very 

effective if used properly, but first you must 

understand how it works.

spraying the soil. Only spray the foliage 

of the weeds you want to kill. Be careful 

of over spray drifting to your desirable 

plants. To prevent spray drift I adjust the 

nozzle of my sprayer so that the spray 

droplets are larger and heavier, and less 

likely to be carried by the wind. I also 

keep the pressure in the tank lower 

by only pumping the tank a minimum 

number of strokes. Just enough to 

deliver the spray.

Buy a sprayer that you can use as 

a dedicated sprayer for Round-up® 

only. Never use a sprayer that you 

have used for herbicides for any other 

purpose. Once you have sprayed the 

weeds, waited 72 hours and then 

removed them, you can go ahead and 

plant. Mulching is recommended as 

described above. To keep weed seeds 

from germinating you can apply a pre-

emergent herbicide.

Depending on the brand, some of them 

are applied over top of the mulch, and 

some are applied to the soil before 

the mulch is applied. A pre-emergent 

herbicide creates a vapour barrier at 

the soil level that stops weed seed 

germination, and can be very effective 

at keeping your gardens weed free. 

They usually only last about 5 or 6 

months and need to be re-applied.

Visit a full service garden center 

and seek the advice of a qualified 

professional to select the pre-emergent 

herbicide that will best meet your needs. 

Never use a pre-emergent herbicide in 

your vegetable garden, and be careful 

around areas where you intend to sow 

grass seed. If you spill a little in an area 

where you intend to plant grass, the 

grass will not grow. They really do work.

That’s what I know about weed 

control. Read this article several times. 

Your success depends on getting the 

sequence of events correct.

Article Source:  Ezine Articles

Round-up® must be sprayed on the foliage 

of the plant, where it is absorbed, then 

translocated to the root system where it 

then kills the plant. It takes about 72 hours 

for the translocation process to completely 

take place, so you don’t want to disturb the 

plant at all for at least 72 hours after it has 

been sprayed.

After 72 hours you can dig, chop, rototill, 

and pretty much do as you please because 

the herbicide has been translocated 

throughout the plant. The manufacture 

claims that Round-up® does not have any 

residual effect, which means that you can 

safely plant in an area where Round-up® 

has been used. However, I would not use it 

in a vegetable garden without researching 

further.

No residual effect also means that Round-

up® has no effect whatsoever on weed 

seeds, so there is absolutely no benefit to 
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Outsmart rodents through:
•	 Complete	control	within	7	days.
•	 Lower	risk	of	contamination	and	residues.
•	 Highly	palatable	and	preferred	over	other	food	sources.
•	 Contains	the	natural	appetite	inhibitor	cholecalciferol.	
•	 Controls	100%	anticoagulant-resistant	rodents.
•	 Minimise	non-target	and	secondary	poisoning.
•	 Stable	in	humid,	hot	or	cold	environments.
•	 Works	fast	with	less	bait.

Selontra®

An all-new approach 
to rodenticides

Selontra® – smarter than rodents.
BASF South Africa (Pty) Ltd    852 Sixteenth Road, Midrand, 1685    Tel: +27 11 203 2400    Fax: +27 11 203 2461.

Website: www.agro.basf.co.za    Mobile website: m.agro.basf.co.za   @BASF_Africa  BASF.Africa
 Selontra® Rodent Bait: Reg. No. L10101 (Act No. 36 of 1947) contains cholecalciferol 0,75 g/kg. Harmful. 

Selontra®	is a registered	trademark	of	BASF.	Please	refer	to	the	product	label	for	complete	directions	for	use.

Irrespective	of	the	nature	of	your	business,	BASF	offers	you	the	
latest	technology	in	rodenticides.	As	a	non-anticoagulant	solution	
it	is	safer	than	existing	rodenticides,	but	is	also	highly	palatable.	
This	results	in	Selontra®	being	an	all-encompassing	solution	to	
control	even	the	toughest	rodent	population,	ensuring	peace	of	
mind	in	your	Integrated	Pest	Management	(IPM)	system.	
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