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Hilda Swart
SAPCA Manager

As we look back on  this year, many of you might be looking at the calendar 

thinking, “Where is this year going?” 

It’s hard to believe that we are reaching the halfway mark of 2021 already; it feels like just yesterday we were ushering in 

the new year, hopeful and full of dreams amid the pandemic still glooming on the horizon.  “Even Bill Gates commented 

that he sees the pandemic as a ‘nightmare’ and an era-defining event whose effects will linger for years”. 

Words may not suffice to express our heartfelt sorrow to those who have lost loved ones, family, friends, colleagues and 

so many more. We at SAPCA would like to express our sincerest condolences to each and every one of you. Although 

it is hard right now, it is the little things that we remember; smiles, laughter and many happy moments.  May you all be 

reminded to hold on to those incredible memories.

As you have seen in the preceding articles, SAPCA have moved offices and we would like to extend a warm invitation to all 

our members to visit us and come enjoy a cup of coffee with our incredible  team.  Our new address is; Oak House, 118 

Oak Avenue, Highveld, Centurion. If you are lucky, there might be donuts.

POPIA in South Africa has come into effect 1 July 2021 and we assure you that we have taken the necessary steps 

to make sure that our privacy policies and processes are compliant with the POPI Act.  If you have any other queries 

regarding your data, feel free to contact us.

South Africans have been shaken by the riots that swept through the provinces, the looting of the shopping centers and 

other areas have left us speechless.  The extent of the rioting exposed South Africa’s underlying economic problems, 

including high rates of unemployment and poverty.  Many are adapting to these life-changing situations, and emerging 

even stronger than before. It is inspiring to see the resilience of the small business sector like the Pest Control Industry 

going out there and continue to make a difference. 

  

We need to acknowledge the creativity and entrepreneurship of those who adapted to 

the “new normal” and those who created new businesses and ways of surviving the 

financial blows that Covid-19 caused.  

Despite the difficulties, we must not lose sight of the progress we have made over the 

past few years and we at SAPCA would like to commend all of you for your hard work 

as well as your commitment – and it is our pleasure to serve you.

F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F

Coming together 
is a beginning;
keeping together
is progress;
working together
is success.

Henry Ford

info@pesafrica.net | www.pesafrica.net

contact us today 
for a quote!
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Termalate SC Reg No.: L10162 Act No. 36 pf 1947 Fipronin (Phenylpyrazole) 25g/L (Harmful).  

Synvita endorses the use of SAPCA members for services related to Pest Management and Fumigation. 
Manufactured & Distributed by Synvita CC.

Registration holder: Lifeguard Sciences (Pty) Ltd • PO Box 13221, Cascades, 3202.

TERMALATE SCTERMALATE SC
Our Science ...Your Pest Solution

• Formulated with Fipronil, proven performance internationally.
• Long-term protection against termites, pre & post construction.
• Water-based, non-repellent, odourless and non-staining.
• Easy to use, non-leaching with minimal environmental impact  
 and excellent safety profile. 

NEW LOCATION:
118 Oak Avenue, Oak House,

1st Floor, Highveld, Centurion, 0169
Tel: 012 654 8038  |  012 000 9218

WE HAVE
MOVED

info@pesafrica.net | www.pesafrica.net

contact us today 
for a quote!
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Johan Fourie
SAPCA Vice-President

We hope and trust that you all are keeping head above water in these challenging times. 

It’s been great to have quarterly meetings in all the regions again post hard lockdown. 

Hilda, our SAPCA Manager, and I have been travelling to Gauteng, Bloemfontein and Cape 

Town and have also attended various virtual zoom meetings with the Eastern Cape and Mpumalanga members, in an effort 

to reach out to members and taking the latest industry news to all regions. I’m honored to be part of this association who 

have grown from strength to strength, and to witness the positive impact that created great camaraderie amongst our 

members. Therefore I would like to extend my gratitude to each member for attending these meetings physically or virtually. 

A special thanks to all our supplier companies for supporting the Association and sponsoring the meetings.

This brings me to the journey of the new Category of Membership, that of the Individual. We welcomed 30 new Individual 

Member registrations to date, with a few applications still being processed. SAPCA created a document for Individual 

members to document CPD activities. By means of the Individual Member Category, it will be possible to keep record of 

your own formal and informal training, by submitting your monthly schedules to SAPCA. SAPCA will keep record of all these 

un-audited training provided to lift and upskill the Pest Control Industry.

The PCIPC (The Council) under the administration of SAPCA is fully functioning and ready to capture and update your 

audited CPD activities. CPD renewals and new member registration are running smoothly, and you can request your ID card 

and renewal forms from the PCIPC office.

Occupational Health and Safety in the Pest Control industry has been in the spotlight lately. PCO’s are now required to report 

to the client’s Health and Safety Representative when reporting for rendering of Pest Control services.

I am reminding you that Operational Health and Safety is the identifying of hazards and risks related to Pest Control activities 

on a day-to-day basis to prioritize corrective actions. Pesticides are classified as hazardous and PCO’s have to carry out 

risk assessments on every job. Remember, to reduce risks proactively, is better than dealing with the impact and losses 

reactively.

Should you have questions regarding Occupational Health and Safety in Pest control, please direct your questions to me. 

You may also contact the Pest Control Training Academy (PCITA) regarding their popular Health and Safety 1 day course.

Thank you to all for trusting SAPCA to act on your behalf and to handle your matters. SAPCA is stronger than ever, and I 

want to thank all our valued members for making the effort to be professional and looking after our industry.

Greetings

Johan Fourie

F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F

info@pesafrica.net | www.pesafrica.net

contact us today 
for a quote!
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Active Insight 36 – 
Termite Microbial Gut Symbionts

E D U C AT I O N

We are all aware of the importance of 

the termites’ microbial gut symbionts 

and how they enable them to digest 

ligno-cellulose (wood cellulose). 

Until recent times though, there 

had been little study of the nature 

of these termite gut symbionts and 

how they are inherited. We knew 

that the evolutionary process was 

quite complex, compared to those 

found in other insects, e.g. aphids; or 

Wolbachia in nematodes.

Recently an international team of 

scientists studied the gut symbionts 

from seven higher and nine lower 

termite genera collected from 

Australia and North America and 

profiled them from their ribosomal 

ribonucleic acid (rRNA)1. rRNA is 

copied from ribosomal DNA (rDNA) 

and allows for precise identification 

of a species from all three domains of 

life.

Bacteria were shown to be the 

main microbial symbionts present, 

with eleven types commonly found 

in more than half of the species 

collected. Archaea were also 

commonly found in Coptotermes spp, 

Schedorhinotermes spp, Porotermes 

spp, and Mastotermes darwiniensis. 

Archaea are single-cell organisms 

that lack a defined nucleus and have 

some distinct molecular features that 

separate them from bacteria. Both 

Archaea and Bacteria are known as 

prokaryotes, and differ from larger 

organisms, known as eukaryotes, 

which includes plants, fungi and 

animals, whose cells contain a defined 

nucleus.

In mammals, we know they inherit 

their gut microbes through vertical 

inheritance, i.e. from their parents, 

but that diet and environmental 

factors also play an important role 

in determining what organisms are 

present.

Termites present an interesting system 

with respect to the development of 

their gut fauna and flora since, unlike 

most insects, their gut microbes are 

known to be comprised of hundreds 

of different bacterial and other 

microbial species. We know termites 

evolved from a cockroach ancestor 

and then evolved into eusocial 

insects that feed exclusively on ligno-

celluloses. The cellulose in timber 

is extremely difficult to process into 

energy and termites have only been 

able to do this, due to the symbiotic 

relationships that they have evolved 

with their specialised gut microbes, 

bacteria and other single-celled 

organisms. Eight different lower 

termite families, as well as the more 

recently evolved higher termites in the 

family Termitidae, were studies; and 

they all rely on their gut microbes to 

digest cellulose.

The transmission of gut 

microorganisms between individuals 

is more strictly controlled in termites, 

than is the case with mammals. 

Essentially, transfer from one 

termite to another is limited to either 

trophallaxis, mouth to mouth feeding; 

or coprophagy, consumption of 

faeces and/or proctodeal feeding 

(feeding from the anal region).

The termite species evaluated 

were identified by sequencing 

and analysing their mitochondrial 

cytochrome oxidase II (COII) genes 

together with soldier morphology, to 

ensure accurate species identification.

In performing this work, the entire gut 

structure of the termites was removed 

and pooled, before they were 

cultured to determine the microbial 

species present. This gave nearly 

half-a-million rRNA samples to be 

sequenced! In addition to the termite 

species mentioned above, the gut 

microbes of Amitermes, Nasutitermes, 

Microcerotermes, Heterotermes and 

Glpytotermes species from Australia 

were also studied.

The microbial organisms that were 

commonly encountered in nearly all 

species was extensive and, in addition 

to nine main groups of bacteria, 

included Elusimicrobia, previously 

known as ‘Termite Group 1’, which 

are a group of microorganisms that 

are widespread in many ecosystems 

including marine environments, 

sewage sludge, contaminated sites 

TURN PAGE



PESTNEWS   JULY 2021 7

and soils, and toxic wastes. The 

high abundance of Elusimicrobia 

is only found in the lineage of the 

symbionts found in termites and 

ants. On average Bacteroidetes were 

more prevalent in the lower termites, 

while Spirochaetes, Acidobacteria, 

Fibrobacteres, and Synergistetes 

were more commonly found in the 

higher termites. The above mentioned 

Elusimicrobia were very common in 

lower termite families, while being 

nearly absent in the higher termites.

Termites with a more varied diet 

tended to have higher numbers of 

Spirochaetes and Fibrobacteres and 

a lesser number of Firmicutes when 

feeding on wood, as compared 

to when they fed on grasses. 

Spirochaetes are particularly 

associated with the digestion of 

wood. The key difference between 

the gut profiles of the higher termites 

when compared to the lower termites 

was the presence of eukaryote 

protists in the lower termites only. 

Protists are organisms that have a 

defined cell nucleus, but are not an 

animal, plant, or fungus. These were 

replaced by Spirochaetes in the 

higher termites.

The most common Spirochaete genus 

found in termite guts was Treponema 

spp. They were found in every termite 

gut and appear to be essential for the 

survival of higher termites. Analysis of 

two Australian higher termite genera, 

Nasutitermes and Amitermes, showed 

Treponema were involved in all major 

functions that occur in the gut, which 

likely explains their widespread and 

long-term presence with their termite 

hosts.

The data showed that changes 

in the relative abundances of gut 

microbial populations have occurred 

mostly over evolutionary time scales, 

so that termites have developed a 

specialised gut fauna and flora that 

meets their dietary needs. However, 

termites that feed on a range of foods 

(polyphagous) can adjust their gut 

microbial contents to allow them 

to adapt to seasonal variations or 

changes in available plant species.

Vertical inheritance, from their 

parents, was shown to be the main 

force that determined the termites’ 

gut microbes. Termites are very 

successful in passing on their gut 

microbes from one generation to the 

next.

There is a great deal more to be 

discovered about the complexity 

of the gut microbes in termites 

and the availability of advanced 

genetic techniques and large-scale 

collaborations with multi-disciplinary 

teams on a co-operative basis, will 

surely reveal more details about 

the functionality of termite gut 

microbiomes.

_____________
1  NA Rahman, DH Parks, DL Willner, 

AL Engelbrektson, SK Goffredi, F 

Warnecke, RH Scheffrahn and P 

Hugenholtz. 2015. A molecular survey 

of Australian and North American 

termite genera indicates that vertical 

inheritance is the primary force 

shaping termite gut microbiomes. 

Microbiome 3:5.
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Gallagher Convention Centre

A South African Pest Control Association | Cleantex Africa Collaboration

www.cleantexsummit.co.za

CLEANLINESS FOR HEALTH

TWO EVENTS – ONE VENUE
Hygiene has 
never been  
more important 
than now!

An ever-increasing demand to meet international 
standards of cleanliness and hygiene in the 
workplace during a global pandemic, linked to the 
constant need to upgrade and improve cleaning 
systems across multiple industry sectors will 
draw targeted visitors and delegates looking to 
improve hygiene regimes to facilitate a healthy 
environment for employees and customers.

BOOK 
NOW

Organisers:
e-squared

For more information
email: nande@cleantex.co.za
or visit: www.cleantex.co.za
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For further details contact nande@cleantex.co.za or info@sapca.org.za 

Now co-located with Cleantex Africa 2021 

 

              
 

Introduction 
This is the premier development event for Africa’s pest control and professional cleaning industry. 
Do not miss the opportunity to attend the first ever co-located, 2-day SAPCA Cleantex Executive 
Summit programme created for the pest control and the professional cleaning and hygiene sectors.  
Delegates will be able to interact with industry guru’s addressing topical issues and network with 
industry peers.  
 
The executive summit will be co-located with the Cleantex Africa exhibition this year, aimed at 
providing delegates with an opportunity to interact and view the latest equipment, products, and 
services and industry solutions available to the pest control, professional cleaning, hygiene, facility 
management and other related industry sectors. 
 
2  Nov ‘21 :  SAPCA     -   Pest Control Track 
3  Nov  ‘21:  Cleantex  -  Professional  Cleaning   &  Hygiene Track 
 
Who   should   attend? 

Executives and Business Owners | CEO’s | CFO’s | Management | Marketing & Sales Executives | Financial 
Directors/Managers | In-house service providers | Building service contractors | Industry professionals 

interested in quality assurance | Pest control technicians 
 

Summit  Fees 
Important Information 
• SAPCA/NCCA/BEECA members* qualify for discounted rates.   
• Period for BOOKINGS and PAYMENTS applies from 1 January 2021 to 31 August 2021.  
• All fees exclude 15% VAT. 
Members * 
(per delegate) 

’21 Launch rate 
1 Jan-30 Apr ’21 

Standard rate 
1 May-31 Aug ‘21 

 2-4 delegates— 
from one company 

Standard rate 
1 May-31 Aug ‘21 

Both days R3,780-00 R4,300-00 R3,685-00 R4,190-00 

Day 1, 2 November R1,990-00 R2,250-00 R1,940-00 R2,195-00 

Day 2, 3 November R1,990-00 R2,250-00 R1,940-00 R2,195-00 

Non-members  
(per delegate) 

’21 Launch rate 
1 Jan-30 Apr ’21 

Standard rate 
1 May-31 Aug ‘21 

 2-4 delegates— 
from one company 

Standard rate 
1 May-31 Aug ‘21 

Both days R4,300-00 R4,850-00 R4,195-00 R4,730-00 

Day 1, 2 November R2,250-00 R2,525-00 R2,195-00 R2,465-00 

Day 2, 3 November R2,250-00 R2,525-00 R2,195-00 R2,465-00 

ALL BOOKINGS MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE - NO PAYMENT, NO SEAT, NO ADMITTANCE. 
Included in summit package:, Documentation, goodie bag, lunch & refreshments, entrance to the Cleantex Africa  expo, parking 

2 – 3  NOVEMBER  2021 
GALLAGHER   CONVENTION   CENTRE 

JOHANNESBURG  |  SOUTH  AFRICA 

HIGH  PROFILE 
T W O -DAY  INDUSTRY  SUMMIT 

 

TURN PAGE
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For further details contact nande@cleantex.co.za or info@sapca.org.za 

Now co-located with Cleantex Africa 2021 

 
Cleantex  Africa  Exhibition 
Niche table-top or standard exhibition stand packages are available within Cleantex Africa 2021, giving companies of 
participating delegates the opportunity to exhibit over the three days of the exhibition, namely 2-4 November 2021 within 
the expo attracting over 3000 specifically targeted, top decision-makers, buyers and specifiers visiting the expo. 
 
Association* member companies who have delegates representing them at the summit, are invited to participate as 
exhibitors and book a stand within the SAPCA pavilion at Cleantex Africa as SAPCA members, or alternatively, any other 
association members can book a stand to exhibit elsewhere on the show floor, subject to the required stand size and 
availability.  Contact nande@cleantex.co.za or info@sapca.org.za 
 

Sponsorship  opportunities 
This high-profile two-day summit offers exposure to several facility maintenance industry sectors represented by senior 
management, thus ensuring knowledge transfer at the highest level.  Therefore your products / services are guaranteed to 
receive top-level exposure.  Your brand is guaranteed to receive dedicated coverage and constant top-of-mind awareness 
during this two-day event. 
 
Added  valuable  networking  opportunity 
• Delegates will have access to the Cleantex Africa 2021 expo 
 

Well-being  of  Delegates,  Exhibitors  and  Visitors - COVID-19   Guidelines 
The venue implemented the necessary control measures as required by government.  Any additional control measures will 
be implemented as per the required guidelines at the time of and during the scheduled event. 
Safety measures include:  
• Health & symptoms control check on arrival 
• Temperature screening 
• Wearing of appropriate masks compulsory – No Mask – No Entry 
• Sanitising and disinfecting protocols 
• Hygiene and hand sanitising stations throughout venue 
• Social distancing measures 
• In exhibition halls – visitor capacity control will be monitored 
• Supervision of above processes 
 

Standard Terms & Conditions 
• Bookings may be made by email. All bookings will be confirmed by either SAPCA or Cleantex within 48 working hours.  

Association membership to be verified. 
• NB:  Payment can be made via electronic transfer only.  Additional bank charges of R300 per transaction will be 

invoiced if applicable to cash deposits and foreign exchange deposits. 
• All cancellation must be confirmed in writing and a cancellation reference obtained from the organisers. 
• Cancellations received 90 days prior to the event will be refunded less 25% cancellation fee.   
• The full delegate fee is non-refundable should any cancellation occur within 90 days prior to the event. 
• Substitutions of delegates will be permitted; however, all name changes must be communicated to the organisers by 

email latest 15 working days prior to the event.    
• Any bookings received after 31 August 2021 will be subject to a levy of 10%, subject to availability. 
• In the event of unforeseen circumstances, the organisers reserve the right to change the venue, dates and 

programme. 
• Liability:  The Organising Committee and/or Summit Organisers shall not be held liable for personal accidents or losses 

or damage to private property of registered delegates at the event.  Delegates should make their own arrangements 
in respect of personal insurance. 

• Standard terms and conditions apply. 
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The Professional Standard for protecting buildings against termites

THE PROTECTOR

THE THREAT
Termites – a serious threat to your 
most valuable investment

THE PROTECTOR
PROTHOR gives you superior termite 
protection

THE DEFENCE 
SHIELD
PROTHOR binds slow to bind tight

THE PROTHOR 
VIRAL EFFECTTM

PROTHOR spreads from termite to 
termite eliminating termites in the 
building

PROTHOR 200 SC
Reg. No. L8794 Act./Wet No. 36 of/van 1947
Ingredient: Imidacloprid 200 g/L

CALL 080 ENSYSTEX (080 367 9783)
ENSYSTEX SOUTH AFRICA
Building 3, The Burns Business Park
12 A Jet Park Road, Jet Park
Boksburg, 1469
Gauteng

www.ensystex.co.za
za_client@ensystex.com

 5 Year Performance Gurantee*
With 10 years of Proven Efficacy in South Africa with the SABS**

* Conditions Apply. Maximum time period of 5 years.
** SABS - South Africa Bureau of Standards
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I N D U S T R Y GHS COMMUNICATION 
- JUNE 2021

 
GHS HAZARD CATEGORIES
Hazard Pictograms and the New Hazardous Chemical Agents Regulations– 2021
The April and May editions of the GHS Communication discussed hazard classes and categories. This edition focuses on 

Hazard Pictograms, their purpose, format and use on labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDSs).

The 2021 Hazardous Chemical Agents Regulations defines a hazard pictogram 

as “A graphical composition, including a symbol plus other graphical 

elements such as a border, background pattern or colour that is intended 

to convey specific information, that is assigned in the GHS to a hazard 

class or hazard category”.

Regulation 14B(2) requires that hazardous chemical agents (HCAs) are 

correctly labelled, following the GHS, and the label must include (among other 

requirements) hazard pictograms consistent with the HCA’s GHS classification 

(regulation 14B(2)(a)(v)).

What are Hazard Pictograms, and why are they used? 

Pictograms are symbols placed on labels and in SDSs that identify a HCA’s hazards quickly and easily. Each pictogram 

covers a specific type of hazard and is designed to be immediately recognizable to persons handling or using the HCA. 

The pictogram is determined by the hazard classification of the HCA (hazard class and category). 

Since the GHS is a system used globally by many different countries, it was important to use images rather than words 

or phrases to symbolize and explain chemical hazards that could otherwise cause difficulty due to language barriers. 

Irrespective of a user’s language, simply looking at the pictograms (on the label or in the SDS) should reveal the dangers of 

the substance or mixture.

TOXIC
Now I know 

the hazard!

TURN PAGE
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GHS Pictogram format and use

GHS Hazard Pictogram requirements for labels and SDSs
The hazard pictograms associated with the correct hazard class and category, as determined by the GHS classification, 

must appear on the label applied to HCA product containers as well as in their accompanying SDSs.

Pictograms are one of the label elements specified in the GHS. The pictogram/s must be of an appropriate size (and as 

prescribed by 2021 HCA Regulations and Guideline – in Annexure 3) to be clearly visible to persons handling the container. 

ACETONE
DANGER

Highly flammable liquid and vapour. Causes severe eye irritation.

Precuations - Keep away from sparks and flames – no smoking. Take precautions 

against static discharge. Keep container tightly closed when not in use. Keep from 

direct sunlight. Store in a cool/low temperature, well-ventilated place away from 

heat and ignition sources. Use ony in a well ventilated area. Avoid contact with 

eyes, skin and clothing. Wear protective equipment and avoid direct contact.

If contact with eyes: flush with water for at least 15 minutes while holding 

eyelids open.

Company XYZ, 22 Oak Street, New Jersey. 011 224 8634

Flammable and 
Harmful!

Explosive Flammable Oxidizing

Compressed Gas Corrosive Toxic

Harmful Health Hazard Environmental
Hazard

GHS HAZARD PICTOGRAMS
Nine GHS pictograms are used to instantly alert users of the chemical 

hazards to which they may be exposed. All GHS pictograms have the 

same layout - every pictogram consists of a black silhouette-like symbol 

on a white background contained within a red diamond border. Each 

pictogram represents a specific type of hazard – physical, health or 

environmental. The standardized designs are meant to be simple to 

recognise, and the image makes it easy to know what the hazard warning 

means. Learning about each of these pictograms is essential for 

anyone working with or around  HCAs.

The aim of chemical safety is to apply best practices for handling 

chemicals/HCAs and minimizing the risk to persons, the environment, 

facilities and surrounding communities. These practices entail recognizing 

and understanding the physical, chemical and toxicological hazards of 

HCAs. Quick recognition of these hazards depends on clear and specific 

information on the label and SDSs. Hazard pictograms are harmonized chemical hazard communication tools that equip 

persons with essential information before the HCA is handled or used.

Many HCAs can have more than one hazard, in which case it is necessary to use two or more of the nine pictograms 

simultaneously to alert users to these dangers.

TURN PAGE
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All pictograms associated with the HCA’s classified hazards must be displayed on the label.

The appropriate pictograms applicable to the classified HCA (as displayed on the product’s container label) together with 

other label elements e.g. hazard statements, must be included in Section Two - Hazard Identification, in the SDS.

Workers must be trained to always look at the pictograms on the label and in Section Two of the SDS before handling 

the HCA to know the hazards. This training will enable handlers/workers to select and implement the most appropriate 

mitigation measures for protection against such hazards.

Examples of GHS pictograms and their associated hazards:

Health Hazard: The pictogram includes the silhouette of a human upper body with a white 

six “pointed star” that covers the chest. It is designed to indicate that the HCA could cause 

some health hazards, including cancer-causing or reproductive toxic effects. Other health 

effects like respiratory sensitization, target organ toxicity that causes damage over time and 

aspiration toxicity are also included.

Flame: The pictogram includes an image of a bundle of black and white flames set over a 

bold black horizontal line. It identifies products that have one or several fire-related hazards. 

Examples of these specific hazards include flammable liquids or solids, self-heating 

products, HCAs that emit flammable gas, selfreactive HCAs and organic peroxides.

Environment: The pictogram includes the silhouette of a tree without leaves in the 

background and a dead fish floating upsidedown in water. The pictogram identifies HCAs 

that could cause harm (acute or chronic hazards) to aquatic life due to their aquatic toxicity.

Training and the next month’s edition:
Should you want to learn more about the GHS Hazard Pictograms, contact us to obtain information about GHS training 

offerings.

Be informed of the GHS and its Hazard Statements, a set of standardized hazard phrases, in the August 2021 edition of 

the GHS Communication.

Author:
Louise Lindeque
Lindeque SHEQ Consulting Services     083 4456692    lindequesheq@outlook.com

Remember to Register with the PCIPC 

• Training Providers
• Individual PCO Members 
Email: registration@pcipc.org 
Contact: Bronwyn Powered by SAPCA





THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE 
DON’T LIKE BATS

There are persistent myths that bats 
carry rabies, that they suck blood, 
that they get tangled in your hair. 
Only the three species of vampire 
bats - all natives to Central America - 
suck blood. And bats really don’t get 
tangled in your hair - they very much 
prefer to avoid humans. Not only are 
bats not bad, but there are benefits to 
having them around and can be one of 
the best friends you can have for your 
backyard. You’ll also have the benefit 
of seeing these beautiful creatures fly
around. If you have not had the joy of 
seeing a bat fly, you will be amazed 
at the bats agility and turning ability. 
And do not worry that they will bug 
you - they are very scared of people 
and you will never have to worry about 
them attacking you.

These small flying mammals can 
consume up to 1200 insects a piece 
per hour. That’s a lot less mosquitoes 
biting you! There are over 900 species 
of bats around the world, making up 
20% of all mammals and the only 
mammal that has the ability to fly. A 
bat’s diet consists mainly of insects 
that can be harmful to humans as 
well as gardens. Mosquitoes aren’t 
the only insect that bats eat - they 
have a wide diet that includes many 
of the moths that are the adult form 
of worms that like to eat your plants, 
gnats and midges. Bats clear bugs 
out of your garden in a secondary 
way, too - many insects can hear the 
bats and leave the area to avoid being 
eaten. So, more bats equals less 
bites on you and more broccoli in the 
garden.

Bats and their 
living quarters

by Darren Kruger – darrenk@lantic.net

E D U C AT I O N A L

Their guano is also a good thing.
Bat poop is a low odor source of 
phosphorus and nitrogen, great for 
fertilizing the garden. Some species 
of bats are even capable of pollinating 
your garden. Since bats and birds 
have different diets, you will never 
have to worry about your favorite birds 
competing for food and flying away. 
While they eat some of the same
insects - like the mosquitoes that 
Swallows consume - but during 
different hours. There won’t be any 
squabbling over bugs, and there 
are certainly plenty to go around! 
Unfortunately due to urbanization, 
these wonderful creatures’ natural 
habitat, is becoming threatened and 
are being destroyed day by day. As we 
are invading their areas all the more, 
they need to find alternative lodging 
very quickly in order to survive. This 
makes your roof a very logical solution 
to their problem. A wonderful and 
proven alternative than killing them, 
is the construction of bat hotels in 
an area or even in your backyard. 

The bats’ quano is used to treat the 
newly constructed and vacant bat 
hotel, which enables the bat to move 
into the hotel quicker and inhabit 
his new home faster as the scent 
is familiar to him. Establishing them 
in their new hotel can take up to a 
month whereafter thorough inspection 
would be done in your roof to confirm 
whether all the bats have moved out. 
After the inspection, your roof would 
be sealed off to prevent any future 
inhabitation by bats, so that you can 
go on with your life without further 
hassles, and they can do the job they 
were created to do - protecting you 
from dangerous insects. So if you 
have bats in your garden, you should 
feel blessed that they have chosen 
your backyard! They are not a curse, 
they are there for YOUR benefit!

BAT REHABILITATION & 
RELEASE
FreeMe - FreeMe is a Rehabilitation 
Centre for indigenous sick, injured or 
orphaned wildlife based in the north 
of Johannesburg. The public can 
bring wildlife to them for specialised 
treatment, care and rehabilitation until 

TURN PAGE
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they can be released. At FreeMe, 
bats have become a part of the 
seasonal influx of babies and a large 
part of director Margi Brocklehurst’s 
life, besides her numerous other 
responsibilities.

Tel: 083 558-5658

GPS COORDINATES:
S 26.0321 E 28.0405

BAT INTEREST GROUPS:
• KZN Bat Interest Group
• Cape Bat Interest Group

WILDLIFE & BAT TOURISM
Ngwenya Lodge, adjacent to the 
Kruger National Park, Mpumalanga. If 
bats have grabbed your interest then 
why not arrange to go bat watching at 
Ngwenya Lodge? At least six species 
of bats, including Angolan free-tailed 
bats, Sundevall’s leaf-nosed bats, 
Mauritian tomb bats, Banana Bats and 
Wahlberg’s epauletted fruit bats roost 
in significant colonies at Ngwenya 
Lodge. Contact Dr. Brian Whiting, 
director of Winchester Marketing and 
a director of the share block company 
at Ngwenya Lodge.

It is unfortunate that the 
average person has a deep 
prejudice against the bat. 
Without looking or thinking 
for himself, he accepts a lot 
of absurd tales about the 
winged one, and passes them 
on and on, never caring for 
the injustice he does or the 
pleasure he loses.

The bat is the climax of 
creation in many things, 
highly developed in brain, 
marvellously keen in senses, 
clad in exquisite fur, and 
equipped, above all, with the 
crowning glory of flight.

He is the prototype and the 
realization of the Fairy of the 
Wood we loved so much as 
children, and so hated to be 
robbed of by grown-ups who 
should have known better. I 
would give a good deal to have 
a bat colony where I could see 
it daily and would go a long 
way to meet some new kind of 
bat.’

Ernest Thomas Seton,
Wild Animal Ways, 1923

conservationists, land managers, 
agricultural industry and private and 
public institutions.

NATURE CONSERVATION 
AWARENESS:
Bats Without Borders: Working 
together to secure a future for bats in 
Southern Africa. We are a not-for-profit 
organisation working across southern 
Africa to conserve bat populations 
and biodiversity by engaging with 
children, adults, students, researchers, 
communities, decision makers, 

EcoSolutions: EcoSolutions operates 
the Urban Owl Box Project and the 
Raptor Centre at Broederstroom. 
We provide owl boxes, bat boxes, 
barbet logs, bird feeders and eco- 
gift hampers, and install the same 
at homes and schools throughout 
Gauteng, North West Province and the 
Western Cape.

Drumblade Conservancy: We aim 
to create awareness of the uniqueness 
of the Drumblade area, our indigenous 
flora and fauna, and ensure its 
reestablishment and protection for 
future generations.
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• AMB005:

• AMB004:

100 mℓ

500 mℓ
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We would like to Congratulate our lucky winners!

1st Prize went to
Monica Greeff - 

Pest Control Specialists West Rand 

2nd Prize went to
Rick Morasutti – 

Durban North Pest Control

Congratulations!

Thank you to 
those who 

entered the  
Fill ‘n Win 
Crossword 

Competition 

Fill ‘n Win

info@pesafrica.net | www.pesafrica.net

contact us today 
for a quote!


