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(Daphnis nerii) in South Africa

The Oleander Hawk-Moth

Have you ever spotted an Oleander 

hawkmoth drifting silently through the 

warm evening air? This striking species, 

Daphnis nerii, is most often recorded in 

the warmer provinces of South Africa, 

including KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo, 

and Mpumalanga. A migratory moth by 

nature, it occasionally appears further 

south after seasonal movements. Its 

beauty is unmistakable— delicate swirls 

of green, olive, and pink create a leaf-like 

camouflage that allows it to disappear 

almost completely against foliage.

Beyond its elegance, the Oleander 

hawkmoth is fascinating for its life cycle 

and adaptations. Its caterpillar feeds 

primarily on oleander (Nerium oleander), 

a highly toxic plant, yet the larvae not 

only tolerate these toxins but may even 

use them for protection. The caterpillars 

themselves are equally eye-catching—

bright green with bold, eye-like spots 

that deter predators. As a member of 

the Sphingidae family, the adult moth is 

a powerful flier, capable of hovering like 

a hummingbird while feeding on nectar, 

playing a quiet but important role in 

pollination.

In South Africa, sightings of this moth 

are often seasonal and fleeting, making 

each encounter feel special. Whether 

admired in its caterpillar form or as a 

swift, nocturnal visitor, the Oleander 

hawk-moth is a perfect example of how 

even common garden plants can host 

extraordinary biodiversity.
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Western Cape

+27 (0) 21 948 7366

hello@henchem.co.za

Northern Cape

+27 (0) 66 275 1060

ncdepot@henchem.co.za

Eastern Cape

+27 (0) 69 593 4169

ecdepot@henchem.co.za

KwaZulu Natal

+27 (0) 61 473 0162

kzndepot@henchem.co.za

Gauteng

+27 (0) 67 223 3760

gauteng@henchem.co.za

VALID UNTIL 2026/09/30
OR WHILE STOCKS LAST

DISCOVER OUR FULL 
RODENTICIDE RANGE

Simply Scan or Click the QR Code to Explore 
Our Complete Rodenticide Range

MULTI-FEED BAITS Tornado Blocks  |  Rodex Raptor Grain / Pasta / Pellet Bait

BRODIFACOUM BAITS | REG. NO. L 9292 | L 9291 | L 9566 | L 9293, ACT 36 OF 1947

DIFENACOUM BAITS | REG. NO. L 4253 | L 9567 | L 9670 | L 9568, ACT 36 OF 1947

MIX • MATCH • SAVE   |   BUY 4 UNITS & GET 10% OFF
SINGLE FEED BAITS Rodex Bait Blocks / Grain Bait / Paste Bait / Pellet Bait  |  Storm Secure Bait Blocks

NON-ANTICOAGULANTS

FLOCOUMAFEN BAIT
L 9740, ACT 36 OF 1947

CHOLECALCIFEROL BAIT
REG. NO. L 10101, ACT 36 OF 1947



Struggle Against the Polyphagous 
Shot Hole Borer in South Africa

Shot Hole Borer

The Anatomy of an Invasion

The story of PSHB in South Africa began 
quietly. While officially confirmed on 
London Plane trees in KwaZulu-Natal in 
2017, genetic profiling traced its arrival 
back to Durban as early as 2012. Within 
less than a decade, landmark syntheses 
led by researchers at the Forestry and 
Agricultural Biotechnology Institute 
(FABI) at the University of Pretoria, 
Stellenbosch University, and Rhodes 
University documented its spread across 
eight of South Africa’s nine provinces.

The beetle’s destructive potential relies 
on a lethal mutualism. Female beetles 
carry a microscopic fungal partner 
Fusarium euwallaceae inside from the 
tree specialized head organs called 
mycangia. As the female bores into a tree’s 
heartwood to carve out egg galleries, she 
inoculates the wood with the fungus. The 
fungus serves as food for the beetle and 
its larvae, but it chokes the host tree’s 
vascular network, leading to Fusarium 
dieback and, ultimately, structural failure 
and death.

Biological Advantages & Host Range

PSHB possesses a unique combination of 
biological traits that make it a formidable 
invader:

Incredible Reproductive Autonomy: 
Operating on a haplodiploid mating 
system, an unmated virgin female can lay 
unfertilized eggs that hatch into males. 

She then mates with her male offspring to 
produce female progeny, allowing a single 
individual to initiate a thriving colony 
without suffering inbreeding depression.

Broad Host Spectrum: Research 
has identified over 130 plant species 
attacked by PSHB in South Africa. 
Crucially, at least 48 species (including 
19 indigenous trees like the Assegai 
Curtisia dentata and Coral Tree Erythrina 
lysistemon, alongside introduced species 
like Boxelder) act as reproductive hosts 
succumbing to infection while acting as 
high-volume “pest amplifiers.”

Anthropogenic Spread: While adult 
female beetles fly only short distances, 
human transport of untreated firewood 
and green waste has rapidly carried 
colonies hundreds of kilometers across 
provincial borders.

Mitigating the infestation has mobilized 
a coordinated national response 
involving the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) 
alongside municipal teams in Tshwane, 
Johannesburg, and Cape Town. Because 
chemical treatments deep inside living 
wood remain largely ineffective, strategy 
focuses on strict quarantine protocols, 
public awareness around firewood 
movement, solarization of infested wood, 
and ongoing biological control research 
to safeguard the country’s urban and 
natural canopy for the future.

Smaller than a grain of rice, the Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer 
(Euwallacea fornicatus, or PSHB) represents one of the most serious 
biosecurity challenges to face South Africa’s urban forests, native 
ecosystems, and agricultural sectors in recent history. Originating in 
Southeast Asia, this tiny ambrosia beetle has ignited what researchers 
identify as the largest outbreak of its kind within an invaded range 
globally.
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CRAWLING INSECT SPRAY

E X T R A  S T R E N G T H

SUPER FAST KILL 
AEROSOL SPRAY
D U A L  A C T I V E  B L E N D
For kitchens, hospitals, 
food establishments, residences, hotels, 
offices, schools, bars and more.

ENSYSTEX SOUTH AFRICA (PTY) LTD
Company Reg. No. 2008/009219/07
Building 3, The Burns Business Park
12A Jet Park Road, Jet Park
Boksburg GAUTENG 1469
Tel.: 080-367-9783
www.Ensystex.co.za

MULTIPURPOSE, TWO WAY NOZZLE

KILLS A WIDE RANGE 
OF INSECT PEST

OPEN MODE 
for direct spray of insects, or 
CLOSED MODE
for targeting crawling insects 
in cracks and crevices.

STAINLESS STEEL STRAW 
for applying deep into cracks 
and crevices. 

POWERFUL FLUSHING PROPERTIES 
FOR INSPECTIONS.

EVERY PROFESSIONAL NEEDS A CAN OF 
AEROTHOR EXTRA STRENGTH IN THEIR 
PEST BAG!

SAFE FOR SAFE FOR 
PLANTSPLANTS
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An odourless, 
non-volatile and 
non-repellent 
insecticide gel bait for 
the control of 
cockroach nymphs and 
adults in domestic 
premise, public health 
and food storage 
premise.

Active ingredient: Hydramethylnon 
(Amidinohydrazone) 20,4 g/kg.

GENERIS
COCKROACH
GEL

Registration Number: L8727 Act No. 36 of 1947www.pesafrica.net
 

info@pesafrica.net

READ THE LABEL BEFORE USE. 
USE CAUTION.

Registered by:
Avima (Pty) Ltd

Reg. No. 1961/001744/07
18 Aschenberg Street | Chambor | Krugersdorp

+27 (0)11 769 1300 
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Selontra®

Rodents will not  
their welcome.

Selontra® from BASF is the non-
anticoagulant rodenticide of choice – 
delivering fast, reliable control without the 
drawbacks of traditional anticoagulants.

Reliable, fast and effective.

Highly palatable, containing cholecalciferol.

Minimises non-target and secondary 
poisoning to birds

Lowers risk of contamination and spilling.

Endorsed by Griffon 
Poison Centre

BASF South Africa (Pty) Ltd • 852 Sixteenth Road, Midrand, 1685 •  
PO Box 2801, Halfway House, 1685 • Tel: +27 11 203 2400 •  
Fax: +27 11 203 2461. Website: www.agro.basf.co.za •  
Mobile website: m.agro.basf.co.za  •  Selontra® Rodent Bait:  
Reg. No. L10101 (Act No. 36 of 1947) contains cholecalciferol 0.75 g/kg. 
Selontra® is a registered trademark of BASF.

Hazard Statement: If medical advice is needed, have product container or label at hand.
READ THE PRODUCT LABEL BEFORE USE.



12     PEST NEWS |August 2026

VISION
The Professional Association for the South African Pest Control Industry acting in 
the interest of our members.

MISSION
• To foster professionalism and ethical conduct among our members.

• To establish and uphold minimum industry standards that protect public health  
and safety while ensuring compliance within the pest control industry.

• To liaise and engage with government departments and regulatory authorities on 
behalf of our members and the South African pest control industry.

• To grow and strengthen SAPCA’s presence and representation across South Africa.

VALUES
SAPCA promotes the highest standards of professionalism within the industry, and it 
will be expected of all SAPCA members to uphold and comply with our Good Practice 
Standards at all times.

ESTABLISHED IN 1964
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SAPCA  
ROADSHOW

EASTERN CAPE 

GQEBERHA  |  21 MAY 2025

The Professional Association for the South African Pest Control
Industry acting in the interest of our members.

We had presentations covering key 
topics including insect and rodent 
resistance, food safety, quality 
assurance, regulatory compliance, 
waste management, methyl bromide 
fumigation regulations, bed bug 
management, and snake handling.  
We extend our gratitude to our 
sponsors Henchem, Pathogen & 
Environmental Solutions (PES), 
Synvita, Envu, Ensystex, Dräger, and 
Coopers Environmental Science for 
their support, which helped make 
the Roadshow a resounding success. 
We also thank our expert speakers for 
sharing their expertise and insights. 
And to wrap up the successful event, 
a show-stopping performance by 
“Indoors with the Lindoors”

SAPCA extends its sincere 
appreciation to all delegates, 
presenters, exhibitors, and 
sponsors.  Their valued support 
and participation contributed 
to the success of the 2026 
SAPCA Roadshow, held at The 
Willows Conference Centre in 
the Eastern Cape.
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Prize Giving
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LEONARD HENNING
SAPCA Quality  

Assurance Program

MARK EDWARDES
Insect Resistance
and Pest Control

SIMON LOWE
Alternatives to Coagulants and

Resistance in Rodents

MARLI VAN DER SPUY
Ensuring Food Safety Through

Pest Control and Trusted Service
Providers

CHRISTO JOOSTE
Every job has its own invisible
Monsters - Detect and Protect 

with Dräger solutions

QUADE SING JAM
Waste Management & 

Regulations for Pest Control
Operators

LEPONTI MOLEPO
Methly Bromide Fumigation

Compliance Issues

CHRISTIAN LUBOS
Bedbugs 360°: Complete Insight

and Control for Pest 
Professionals

MARK MARSHALL
Snakes as part of Our Biological
Partner and how you can help as

Pest Controller

SAPCA ROADSHOW GUEST SPEAKERS
Thank you for sharing your time and expertise. Your insights were truly

inspiring and greatly appreciated.
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Mpumalanga
Meet & Greet

A massive thank you to everyone who 

joined us for the SAPCA Meet & Greet  

at Pumbaa Wildlife Park in Nelspruit! 

What a great turnout and fantastic afternoon!  
We extend our deepest gratitude to all the 
expert speakers for sharing their knowledge 
and to our generous sponsors for their vital 
support in bringing this event to life.  
Thank you for making the day a resounding 
success, and we look forward to seeing you all 
at the next SAPCA gathering.
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Thank you to those who joined us and to our sponsors.

SAPCA
Meet & Greet
Mpumalanga

SAPCA
Meet & Greet
Mpumalanga

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORSTHANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

A massive thank you to everyone who joined us for the
SAPCA Meet & Greet at Pumbaa Wildlife Park in Nelspruit! 
What a great turnout and fantastic afternoon! 
We extend our deepest gratitude to all the expert speakers
for sharing their knowledge and to our generous sponsors
for their vital support in bringing this event to life. 
Thank you for making the day a resounding success, and
we look forward to seeing you all at the next SAPCA
gathering.
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High density polyethylene (HDPE)
pesticide containers can be any colour and are 
generally firm, but soft to the touch (different 
volumes).

Low density polyethylene (LDPE) 
bags are clear and usually used as lining in paper 
or PP bags for granular or powdery pesticides.

Polypropylene (PP) 
pesticide bags and tubs can be any colour and 
there’s a large variety of sizes.  The bags crumble 
easily if left in the sun.

Polyethylene terephthalate (PET or PETE)
pesticide bottles are thin and firm (mostly 1 litre, 2 litre, 5 litre and 
Ready-To-Use). 

IT’S THE RIGHT 
THING TO DO

For more, visit 
www.croplife.co.za/ContainerManagement 
or email info@croplife.co.za

TRIPLE RINSE         PUNCTURE         RECYCLE

KNOW YOUR PLASTIC
AND RECYCLE

KEEP SEPARATE AND SEND FOR 
INCINERATION:

RECYCLE:
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Polyethylene terephthalate (PET or PETE)
pesticide bottles are thin and firm (mostly 1 litre, 2 litre, 5 litre and 
Ready-To-Use). 

IT’S THE RIGHT 
THING TO DO

For more, visit 
www.croplife.co.za/ContainerManagement 
or email info@croplife.co.za

TRIPLE RINSE         PUNCTURE         RECYCLE

KNOW YOUR PLASTIC
AND RECYCLE

KEEP SEPARATE AND SEND FOR 
INCINERATION:

RECYCLE:

LLooookk  oouutt  ffoorr  iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn  ttrriiaanngglleess  eemmbboosssseedd  
uunnddeerrnneeaatthh  tthhee  ccoonnttaaiinneerrss  oorr  pprriinntteedd  oonn  bbaaggss..

HIGH DENSITY  
POLYETHYLENE 
(HDPE)
Pesticide containers can be 
any colour and are generally 
firm, but soft to the touch 
(different volumes).

LOW DENSITY 
POLYETHYLENE 
(LDPE)
Bags are clear and usually 
used as lining in paper or PP 
bags for granular or powdery 
pesticides.

POLYPROPYLENE 
(PP)
Pesticide bags and tubs can 
be any colour and there’s a 
large variety of sizes. The 
bags crumble easily if left in 
the sun.

POLYETHYLENE 
TEREPHTHALATE 
(PET OR PETE)
Pesticide bottles are thin and 
firm (mostly 1 litre, 2 litre, 5 
litre and Ready-To-Use).

KEEP SEPARATE AND 
SEND FOR INCINERATION:

Look out for identification 
triangles embossed 
underneath the containers 
or printed on bags.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit: www.croplife.co.za/ContainerManagement

Email: info@croplife.co.za


